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The  "Other"  Love  Tokens 


At  swap  meets,  bid  boards,  and  other  outlets,  there 
are  various  tokens  sold  as  “Love  Tokens.”  There  are 
several  types  of  brass  tokens — none  of  which  can  be 
classified  as  a  “love  token.” 

The  most  common  type  are  silver  dollar  sized  brass 
bawdy  house  tokens.  Most,  if  not  all,  are  fictional 
pieces  of  modem  make.  They  are  colorful  with  such 
expressions  as  “Good  for  one  night”  or  “Good  for  One 
Screw.”  Ninety-nine  percent  never  really  existed  in 
the  1800s. 

The  second  type  of  token  are  also  modem  made 
pieces  which  at  a  glance  look  like  large  size  Chinese 
cash  pieces  (100  cash  size)..  The  Chinese  symbols  are 
really  interlocked  human  figures,  but  from  afar  or  at 
a  glance,  one  would  guess  they  were  Chinese  sym¬ 
bols — not  human  figures. 

The  third  type  are  tokens  for  businesses  -  such  as 
“Le  Sex  Shop.”  These  quarter  sized  brass  tokens  have 
various  inscriptions  but  are  used  for  a  few  minutes  of 
a  peep  show  or  other  shop  services.  They  are  not 
“love  tokens”  as  we  know  them. 

Finally,  there  are  modem  made  Zodiac  pieces.  One 
side  has  a  Zodiac  symbol  and  the  other  side  a  pair  of 
human  figures  in  tight  embrace.  Again,  not  really 
love  tokens,  but  often  seen  advertised  or  billed  as 
such. 

To  the  novice,  anything  related  to  sex  can  be  called 
a  “love  token.”  But  as  described  here  on,  these  pieces 
hardly  qualify. 

%  SoCTayCor 


President's  Message 

by  Lloyd  L.  Entenmann 


W e  are  now  in  the  midst  of  the  winter  activities 
especially  with  coin  shows  and  the  ANA  Mid- 
Winter  in  March  at  Colorado  Springs.  Shows  are 
very  expensive,  and  I  cannot  afford  much.  Being 
on  a  fixed  limited  income  and  with  expenses 
constantly  rising,  it  is  getting  much  harder  to 
make  the  two  meet  The  FUN  Show  is  over,  and 
a  report  is  elsewhere  in  this  bulletin.  Also  else¬ 
where  is  a  notice  on  the  ANA  Mid-Winter. 

With  regard  to  the  love  token  postcard  shown 
in  the  last  Love  Letter,  several  offers  were  made, 
but  none  were  acceptable  to  the  owner.  I  did  try 
to  research  the  postcard  and  contacted  several 
postcard  collectors  and  the  secretary  of  a  postcard 
society.  All  agreed  that  love  token  postcards 
existed,  but  differed  on  it's  collectability  and  it's 
value.  None,  however,  felt  the  value  was  any¬ 
where  near  what  the  owner  is  expecting.  It  seems 
true  postcard  collectors  want  perfect  copies.  The 
hole  punched,  crudely,  in  the  piece  I  exhibited, 
made  it  worthless  to  them  as  a  postcard  and  it's 
value  would  only  be  in  the  love  token  itself.  We 
learn  something  new  every  day! 

All  of  a  sudden  we  seem  to  be  getting  a  flood  of 
love  tokens  that  are  available  for  sale.  Elsewhere 
in  this  bulletin,  are  the  leftovers  from  the  last 
bulletin,  plus  another  lot  that  are  all  initials  only. 
Also,  there  is  a  page  of  Great  Britain  pieces  that  I 
acquired  in  Orlando.  There  are  a  few  names  in 
this  lot,  and  I  would  suggest  if  there  are  any  you 
want,  to  telephone  me  immediately,  as  they  will 
go  fast  In  addition,  I  feel  the  price  is  right  on  this 
lot,  as  it  is  offered  at  the  same  price  I  paid  for 
them  Also,  I  have  received  another  lot  of  140  love 
tokens,  again  all  initials,  which  hopefully  will  be 
in  the  April  bulletin  if  all  are  sold  from  this  lot 

For  those  of  you  who  read  Coin  World,  I  hope 
you  read  the  article  on  page  10  of  the  February  8, 
1993  issue  It  is  a  full  page  article  written  by  Paul 
Gilkes  of  the  Coin  World  staff.  I  would  appreciate 
it  if  you  would  write  to  the  publisher  of  Coin 
World  (Ann  Marie  Aldrich)  and  thank  her  for 
restoring  the  love  token  page  appearing  under  the 
Gearing  House  section,  for  the  Valentine  issue.  It 
might  also  be  good  to  send  Paul  a  copy  of  your 


letter.  It  has  been  a  real  struggle  to  get  this  rein¬ 
stated,  and  if  they  get  enough  comments  it  will 
help  to  restore  the  custom  permanently.  Inciden¬ 
tally,  the  novice  feature  always  has  a  way  of 
showing  itself.  If  you  saw  and  read  the  article, 
there  is  an  error  in  the  description  of  love  tokens 
shown  in  the  article.  Did  you  pick  it  up?  Let  me 
know  if  you  did.  I  am  interested  in  learning  how 
well  we  read! 

The  advertising  for  the  book  is  drawing  to  a 
dose,  as  I  can  no  longer  afford  it  My  cost  now  far 
exceeds  the  revenue  even  if  every  last  copy  is  sold. 
I  have  not  dedded  yet  as  to  what  to  do  with  the 
over  600  still  in  my  living  room. 

If  the  Sodety  is  to  continue  to  stay  alive,  we  need 
to  keep  getting  new  members  as  we  lose  a  number 
every  year  through  death  and  declining  interest. 
Another  thing  we  need  badly  is  officer  material  I 
enjoy  serving  you  as  your  President,  but  I  am  not 
getting  any  younger,  and  unless  the  doctors  can 
find  the  cause  of  my  neurological  problem,  I  may 
be  going  into  a  nursing  home  or  residential  home 
before  long.  I  would  really  like  to  have  an  inter¬ 
ested  member  begin  training  to  take  over  while  I 
am  still  able. 

One  thing  that  really  hdps  to  make  our  hobby 
known  is  exhibits  anywhere,  but  especially  at  coin 
shows.  We  should  have  exhibits  particularly  at  the 
FUN  show  in  Orlando,  and  the  two  ANA  shows: 
the  Mid-Winter  and  the  annual  convention  in 
August.  Remember,  we  have  three  plaque 
awards  permanently  established  for  the  ANA 
annual  convention,  and  a  silver  certificate  award 
for  the  entry  in  any  local,  regional  or  area  coin 
show.  This  award  also  carries  a  one  year  free 
membership  in  the  Sodety. 

It  is  now  February  already,  and  thoughts  of 
spring  are  beginning  to  sprout  Let  us  focus  on  the 
ANA  Mid-Winter  in  Colorado  Springs!  I  hope  to 
see  some  of  you  there! 


By  LCoy dL.  Entenman 


Financial  Statement 

General  Funds 


Balance  November  30,  1992 

Receipts 

Dues 

Interest  (Bank  Accounts) 
New  Members 

Total  Receipts 
Sub-Total 


$7049.93 


960.00 

18.66 

30.00 

$  1008.66 

$8058.59 


Expenses 

Check  #101  RC  Newhouse  177.52 

Love  Letter  144 

Check  #128  164.31 

Allsbrook  Advertising  Associates 
Check  #129  FUN  10.00 

Florida  United  Numismatics 
Check  #130  Charles  Godfrey  45.41 

Supplies 

Bank  fees  7.78 


Total  Expenses 
Balance  January  31,  1993 
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Membership  Report 

Membership- 

November  30,  1992  278 

New  Members  2 

Membership- January  31,  1993  280 

New  Members 

Welcome  New  Members 
Michael  Fulton 
James  Elin 

Barbara  S.  Newhouse 
Secretary /Treasurer 


Attention  Members 


Attention  all  members  of  the  Love 
Token  Society — any  member  who  is 
currently  a  regional  or  state  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  Love  Token  Society  and  is 
interested  in  continuing  in  that  position, 
please  contact  Doug  Jennings  immedi¬ 
ately  to  confirm  your  interest  in  the 
position.  Also  any  Love  Token  Society 
member  who  is  interested  in  serving  as 
a  regional  or  state  representative  should 
contact  Doug  Jennings  immediately 
because  I  would  like  to  have  all  posi¬ 
tions  filled  as  soon  as  possible. 

Thank  you  for  your  interest  and  will¬ 
ingness  to  help  the  society  grow. 

Sincerely, 

Doug  Jennings 
Vice  President. 


ANA  Mid-Winter  Show  at 
Colorado  Springs 

This  show  will  be  held  at  the  Broadmoor 
Hotel  on  March  11-13,  1993.  We  have 
requested  a  bourse  table  and  a  meeting 
room  for  a  Society  regional  meeting  at 
this  show.  We  need  the  exposure!  This 
is  generally  a  good  show  and  I  hope  we 
have  a  great  deal  more  success  than  at 
the  Fun  Show.  I  will  have  love  tokens 
available  at  this  show.  Also,  a  gift  for  all 
interested  persons  who  stop  by  our 
table. 


Secretary's  Message  FUN  Show  in  Orlando 


Until  someone  walks  in  anothers’ 
shoes,  it  is  impossible  to  predict  or 
understand  the  amount  of  time,  effort 
and  dedication  a  commitment  to  an 
organization  might  demand.  Having 
spent  only  two  weeks  “attempting”  to 
fill  Charles  Godfrey’s  shoes  as  Secre¬ 
tary/Treasurer  of  the  Love  Token  Soci¬ 
ety,  I  have  only  praise  and  gratitude  for 
his  efforts  and  professional  standards. 
Charles  promised  to  make  my  transi¬ 
tion  as  smooth  as  possible.  Even  with 
pending  surgery,  he  did  just  that!  His 
organized  style  and  attention  to  record¬ 
keeping  and  data  entry  detail,  as  well 
as  on-going  correspondence  has  made 
my  transition  a  positive  experience.  I 
know  you  all  join  me  in  thanking  him 
for  the  contributions  he  has  made  as 
Secretary /Treasurer  to  this  organiza¬ 
tion  since  April,  1989. 

Thank  you  Charley! 

I  look  forward  to  serving  you  in  the 
role  as  Secretary /Treasurer  of  LTS. 
Having  helped  my  husband  with  the 
dissemination  of  the  bi-monthly  news¬ 
letter  these  past  few  years,  I  have  ad¬ 
vanced  from  stapling,  folding,  and 
stamping  to  the  challenge  of  being 
actively  involved  as  an  officer. 

On  the  business  side:  Returning 
membership  fees  were  due  December 
31st  and  the  majority  of  our  members 
are  now  “sporting”  their  new  1993 
membership  cards.  If  you  missed  or 
overlooked  the  December’s  deadline,  do 
not  fear.  .  .  it  is  not  too  late  to  send  in 
your  dues  for  the  1993  year.  Place  that 
$10.00  check  in  the  mail  and  keep  your 
new  secretary  busy!!! 


The  FUN  Show  was  held  in  Orlando, 
Florida,  at  the  Orange  County  Conven¬ 
tion  and  Civic  Center,  January  7-10, 
1993.  Due  to  construction  going  on  at 
the  time,  last  minutes  table  locations  had 
to  be  changed.  The  Club  tables  were  put 
all  the  way  back  against  the  wall  at  the 
far  end  of  bourse  area.  There  was  more 
than  enough  room  between  these  tables 
and  the  last  row  of  bourse  tables  to  put  a 
football  field.  Consequently,  we  got  NO 
traffic  and  had  no  activity  at  all!  On 
Saturday  we  had  a  regional  Love  Token 
Society  meeting  at  10:00  a.m.  There 
were  ten  persons  present,  two  members 
and  eight  guests.  We  had  a  very  interest¬ 
ing  meeting  and  I  made  available  a  lot  of 
59  English  love  tokens  that  I  purchased 
the  night  before.  I  sold  ten  of  them  at 
this  meeting.  That  was  the  extent  of  our 
activity  for  the  whole  show. 


Articles  Needed  for 
Newsletter 


We  are  very  short  on  articles  for  the 
Love  Letter.  Please  sit  down  right 
now  and  write  a  short  article  on  a 
favorite  love  token  you  have  or  have 
seen.  Share  you  joy  or  feelings  with 
all  of  your  fellow  members!  That  is 
part  of  the  reason  we  have  the 


Society!  V 


‘Bar6ara  O^ezofouse 


LOVE  TOKENS  AVAILABLE 


LOVE  TOKENS  AVAILABLE 


All  are  Great  Britian  3  or  6  pence  unless  orherwise  noted 


lb  Silver  (Jerman  2 u  prennig  small  rd  blue  stone  witnin  star 

4  small  rd  red  stone  within  star  #K-45  CTP/f rom/ JMcColl/  April  5th,  1908 
6  May  2nd  #K-47  TH/MRW=  =  suspended  from  bar 

8  matched  pair  soldered  but  separated 
49  U.S.  $1 .00  gold 


"18  June  1856" 


letter  to  the  Editor 


I  have  recently  acquired  an  un¬ 
usual  love  token  given  by  a  husband 
to  his  wife  testifying  to  his  faithfulness 
during  their  first  25  years  of  marriage. 

It  is  of  silver  and  measures  50  mm 
in  diameter  with  a  6  mm  rim  and 
weight  of  75  grams.  There  is  no  evi¬ 
dence  that  it  previously  had  been  a 
coin  or  medal  and  it  appears  to  have 
been  made  expressly  for  the  intended 
purpose. 

On  one  side  is  engraved  the  names 
of  both  partners  at  the  time  of  their 
marriage  on  14th  of  October  1891  - 
”E.L.  Parkinson”  “A.H.  Curtis.”  Below 
these  in  the  center  of  the  token  is 
depicted  a  heart  with  “LAUS  DED” 
engraved  within.  On  the  left  of  the 
heart  in  the  name  “Curtis”  the  mar¬ 
ried  name  and  the  date  14th  of  Octo¬ 
ber  1916.” 

On  the  other  side  is  inscribed  the 
date  “1891”  on  the  left  and  “1916”  on 
the  bottom  with  the  words  “FOR 
CONSPICOUS  FIDELITY”  between  the 
two  dates. 

Round  the  rim  is  engraved  “To 
Emmie  from  Harper  With  Love,  14th 
October  1916.” 

The  token  was  in  its  original  box,  I 
should  think  because,  appearing  on 
the  inside  lid  “Fattorini  &  Son  Ltd. 
Makers  of  Medals,  Badges,  Cups, 
Shields,  Trophies,  etc.  Makers  to  the 
Admiralty  and  to  His  Majesty’s  India 
Office.” 

To  me  it  is  an  unattractive  piece 
but  the  expressed  sentiments  must 
have  came  from  the  heart. 

I  am  taking  advantage  of  this  letter 


to  include  the  description  of  another 
unusual  engraved  piece.  This  can 
scarcely  be  called  a  love  token  but 
being  a  gift  willed  to  afriend  there  is 
likely  to  have  been  some  affection 
between  the  donor  and  the  recipient. 

The  engraving  is  on  the  obverse  of  a 
George  II  shilling  dated  1758  and  reads: 
Mr.  Wm  Staples 
died  the  25th  Jan  1776 
Aged  70  years 
his  gift  to 
Thos  Bridges 

This  coin  has  a  piercing,  presumably 
intended  to  enable  it  to  be  attached  to 
the  gift  container  it  was  in.  I  should 
think  this  was  unlikely  to  be  the  coin 
itself  as  being  to  insignificant  to  justify 
a  special  engraving.  1758  is  not  even  a 
rare  date.  Could  there  be  another  ex¬ 
planation?  I  have  never  before  come 
across  the  use  of  an  engraved  coin  to 
denote  a  gift  after  death. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Dennis  G.  Vorley 

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv 

Ordering  Love  Tokens 

Please  send  all  requests  to  Lloyd  L. 
Entenmann,  130  Cornell  Road,  Audubon, 
NJ  08106,  or  telephone:  609-547-2857. 
In  remitting,  please  da  not  forget  to  in¬ 
clude  the  postage  as  follows:  Orders  up 
to  $50.00  add  $1.50;  up  to  $100.00,  and 
$2.75;  up  to  $150.00  add  $3.50;  up  to 
$200.00  add  $4.50;  up  to  $300.00  add 
$5.00;  up  to  $400.00  add  $7.00;  over 
$400.00  add  $8.75. 
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Unique 


Love 


ens 


Inasmuch  as  Charles  Godfrey  has  asked  for  members  to 
report  to  you  items  for  the  Love  Token  Love  Letter.  .  . 
herewith  an  item  that  may  be  interesting  to  others: 

UNIQUE  LOVE  TOKENS 

I  would  like  to  report  to  members  of  the  Love  Token 
Society  my  luck  in  obtaining  what  is  believed  to  be  a 
couple  of  Unique  Love  Tokens: 

At  the  CSNS  Convention  last  spring,  I  was  able  to 
obtain  an  1883  (no  cents)  Racketeer  nickel.  The 
reverse  is  engraved  “HIH.” 

At  the  ANA  in  Orlando,  FL,  I  obtained  a  really  neat, 
very7  rare  and  unique  item,  i.e.:  An  1878-P  Trade 
Dollar.  This  year  it  was  issued  only  in  proof  (900 
issued).  The  reverse  in  beautiful  English  Scroll 
“ETTA  Nov.  28th  1878.” 

Jo  fin  J.  Smics,  ‘Member  #630 
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President's  Message 

by  Lloyd  L.  Entenmann 


Welcome  sweet  springtime!  Especially 
after  the  "Blizzard  of  93"!  I  attended  the 
ANA  Mid-Winter  Convention  in  Colo¬ 
rado  Springs,  March  10-14,  and  a  report 
on  this  show  will  be  found  elsewhere  in 
this  bulletin.  The  next  show  where  the 
Society  will  be  in  full  force  will  be  in  the 
later  part  of  July  at  Baltimore,  Maryland, 
for  the  annual  ANA  Convention.  Also 
refer  for  more  on  this  elsewhere  in  the 
bulletin. 

All  of  a  sudden  it  seems  several  mem¬ 
bers  want  to  dispose  of  some  of  their  love 
tokens,  and  I  have  the  most  on  hand  that  I 
have  ever  had.  At  this  writing,  I  have  187 
that  I  hope  the  Editor  can  get  in  this 
bulletin.  I  also  have  another  lot  of  24 
tokens  that  I  am  negotiating  with  the 
owner  over  prices  requested,  and  will 
hopefully  be  in  the  June  bulletin.  I  want 
to  stress  again  the  importance  of  contact¬ 
ing  me  as  soon  as  possible  when  the 
bulletin  comes  out  if  you  really  want 
certain  tokens  therein.  The  Editor  mails 
all  the  bulletins  at  the  same  time,  how¬ 
ever,  they  are  not  all  delivered  by  the  Post 
Office  at  the  same  time.  On  the  last 
bulletin,  I  had  seven  telephone  calls 
before  I  even  received  my  copy  of  the 
bulletin.  Even  then,  several  members 
were  disappointed  as  some  they  wanted 
were  already  sold.  It  disturbs  me  when  a 
member  gets  disappointed,  but,  I  have  no 
way  of  correcting  this  situation.  When 
you  call,  I  immediately  set  the  ones  you 
want  aside.  This  means  the  tokens  are 
sold  in  the  order  they  are  received  by  me. 
If  I  am  not  at  home,  my  answering  ma¬ 
chine  takes  the  calls  in  the  order  received, 
and  I  take  them  first  when  I  get  home. 
This  insures  you  get  in  line  in  your  proper 
places  whether  I  am  home  or  away.  I  get 
orders  in  the  mail  as  late  as  four  or  five 
weeks  after  the  bulletin  is  out.  Naturally 


in  most  cases,  the  member  is  too  late. 

It  is  interesting  sometimes  to  see  how  many 
members  all  want  the  same  certain  few  love 
tokens.  This  is  especially  true  when  there  are 
scenes  or  names  in  the  lot.  It  also  happens 
with  initials,  but  less  frequently.  I  know  the 
members  appreciate  this  service,  which  I  do 
without  any  remuneration.  While  there  is  no 
price  structure  for  love  tokens,  I  try  to  see  that 
they  are  priced  within  reason.  I  insist  the 
owners  price  them,  and  if  I  feel  they  are  not 
right  or  fair,  I  discuss  it  with  the  owner.  If 
they  insist  on  what  I  think  is  too  high,  I  do  not 
accept  it.  This  means  that  any  love  token 
made  available  in  our  bulletin,  I  feel,  is  fairly 
priced. 

I  do  appreciate  the  concern  of  a  number  of 
our  members  who  are  concerned  about  my 
health.  My  fractured  vertebra  is  gradually 
healing  and  now  only  gets  stiff  and  aches,  no 
pain.  My  neurological  problem  still  exists, 
and  the  doctors  know  what  is  happening,  but 
they  cannot  find  out  what  is  causing  it.  They 
do  insist  I  use  a  cane  at  all  times.  I  rebel  at 
using  a  cane,  but  since  I  have  gotten  need  to 
it,  I  can  understand  why  they  insist  on  it.  It 
does  make  a  difference. 

In  the  last  bulletin,  our  Vice  President  issued 
a  plea  for  volunteers  to  assist  in  a  membership 
service  and  drive.  I  appreciate  the  assistance 
of  several  members  who  have  answered  his 
call.  If  enough  members  help,  no  one  gets 
overburdened  and  a  much  better  job  is  accom¬ 
plished.  He  stills  needs  more  volunteers,  so 
please  give  him  a  call  or  write  him. 

Again,  I  would  like  to  request  that  if  you 
have  a  real  desire  to  take  a  part  in  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  Society,  please  contact  me  now. 
When  I  complete  my  present  term  as  presi¬ 
dent  I  will  have  served  you  for  a  full  ten 
years.  I  do  not  know  how  much  longer  I  will 
be  able  to  continue.  I  would  like  to  start  now 

(Presidents  message  continued  on  page  5 
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Financial  Statement 

General  Funds 


Balance  November  30,  1992 

$7653.57 

Receipts 

Dues 

163.00 

Interest  (Bank  Accounts) 

17.41 

New  Members 

52.50 

Reimbursed  Expense 

20.00 

(see  check  #102) 

Total  Receipts 

$  252.91 

Sub-Total 

$7906.48 

Expenses 
Initial  check  order 

Check  #100  Postmaster  108.27 

stamps 

Check  #102  Lloyd  Entenmann  20.00 

transfer  of  funds 

Check  #103  RC  Newhouse  81.04 

LL  #145 

Check  #  1 04  Postmaster  124.50 

(stamps/envelopes  LL  #145  &146) 

Bank  fees  3.20 

Total  Expenses  $  352.23 

Balance  March  31,  1993  $7554.25 

Permanent  Fund 

Audubon  Savings  &  Loan  Association 
I  Year  Certificate  of  Deposit  $  432.88 

Membership  Report 

Membership- 

January31,  1991  280 

New  Members  5 

Membership-March  31,  1993  285 

Mew  Members 

Sid  Gale 
Debbie  Vidler 
Karen  Amel 
Samuel  Gizzi 
James  Cain 


if--  ■  >  -=^ 

Attention  Members 

Attention  all  members  of  the  Love 
Token  Society — any  member  who  is 
currently  a  regional  or  state  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  Love  Token  Society  and  is 
interested  in  continuing  in  that  position, 
please  contact  Doug  Jennings  immedi¬ 
ately  to  confirm  your  interest  in  the 
position.  Also  any  Love  Token  Society 
member  who  is  interested  in  serving  as 
a  regional  or  state  representative  should 
contact  Doug  Jennings  immediately 
because  I  would  like  to  have  all  posi¬ 
tions  filled  as  soon  as  possible. 

Thank  you  for  your  interest  and  will¬ 
ingness  to  help  the  society  grow. 

THANK  YOU  to  Mary  Beth  Armstrong 
of  Dayton,  Ohio  for  being  the  first  and 
only  to  volunteer  for  regional  or  state 
representative. 

Sincerely, 

Doug  Jennings 
Vice  President. 

■  ^ 


Barbara  S.  Newhouse 
Secretary /Treasurer 
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ANA  Mid-Winter 
Conference 

The  ANA  Convention  was  held  in  Colo¬ 
rado  Springs,  Colorado,  on  March  11-13. 
The  Society  had  a  booth  at  the  show  and  it 
was  staffed  throughout  the  show.  Over¬ 
all,  the  show  was  successful  in  that  we 
had  a  number  of  interested  visitors,  a 
number  of  which  promised  to  send  in  a 
membership  application  (the  usual  brush- 
off).  However  we  did  manage  to  sell  27 
love  tokens  from  the  lot  that  was  avail¬ 
able,  signed  up  two  new  members,  and 
sold  two  copies  of  our  book.  One  of  the 
new  members  is  reported  on  in  the 
President's  Message.  Also,  contact  was 
made  with  a  book  dealer  to  handle  our 
book.  We  also  had  scheduled  a  members 
meeting  but  only  three  persons  showed 
up.  One  was  a  loyal  regular  member,  the 
new  member  signed  up  at  the  booth,  and 
the  Editor  of  Coin  World. 

In  the  exhibit  area  at  this  show  there 
was  one  Love  Token  Exhibit,  entered  by 
member  John  J.  Smies.  It  was  a  very 
attractive  exhibit  and  resulted  in  a  num¬ 
ber  of  people  stopping  at  the  booth  to 
inquire  about  it.  This  is  a  rarity  for  exhib¬ 
its!  For  this  exhibit  John  will  get  a  Silver 
Certificate  Award  and  one  year  free  dues 
in  the  Society. 


Convention 

This  year  the  ANA  annual  convention  is  to 
be  held  in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  July  28 
through  August  1, 1993.  The  Society  will 
have  a  booth  on  the  bourse  floor  all  during 
the  convention.  I  would  appreciate  a  little 
help  in  staffing  this  booth  so  that  I  can  get 
around  a  bit  on  the  floor  to  see  what  is 
available  in  love  tokens.  An  hour  or  two  at  a 
time  would  be  most  helpful!  The  annual 
meeting  of  our  Society  will  be  held  at  this 
convention  also.  More  on  this  later. 


% 


Love  token  exhibits  are  extremely 
interesting  and  informative.  If  you 
have  never  exhibited  before  it  seems 
frightening!  But,  really  it  is  not!  For 
help,  refer  back  to  Love  Letter  #136, 
August  1991,  for  an  article  on  how  to 
put  an  exhibit  together.  Exhibits  are 
especially  important  at  the  annual 
ANA  convention  because  the  Society 
has  funded  an  award  for  love  token 
exhibits  which  is  administered  by  the 
ANA  Exhibits  Chairperson..  There 
are  three  plaques — First  Prize,  Second 
Prize,  and  Third  Prize.  Therefore  it  is 
imperative  for  us  to  have  at  least 
three  exhibits  at  this  convention.  If 
you  have  any  doubts  or  questions, 
please  do  not  hesitate  to  contact  me,  I 
will  be  glad  to  help  all  that  I  can.  If 
you  want  to  exhibit  but  cannot  get  to 
the  convention,  tell  me,  and  I  am  sure 
we  can  make  some  arrangements  to 
get  your  exhibit  set  up  and  taken 
down.  ANA  regulations  requires  that 
we  must  have  at  least  three  exhibits 
to  utilize  the  three  awards  we  fund, 
otherwise  they  may  refuse  to  handle 
the  award  program.  Don’t  let  the 
Society  down!  EXHIBIT!!! 


J 
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Ordering  Love  Tokens 

At  the  moment,  there  are  the  largest 
number  of  love  tokens  available  since 
this  service  was  started.  I  hope  the 
Editor  can  include  them  all  in  this  is¬ 
sue,  as  I  have  another  small  lot  of  24 
pieces  that  is  being  discussed.  If  there 
are  any  you  especially  want  it  is  best  to 
call  me  as  soon  as  possible  to  avoid  a 
disappointment.  Don’t  forget  to  include 
postage  and  insurance  with  your  remit¬ 
tance.  Please  send  all  requests  to  Lloyd 
L.  Entenmann,  130  Cornell  Road, 
Audubon,  NJ  08106,  or  telephone: 
609-547-2857.  In  remitting,  please  do 
not  forget  to  include  the  postage  as 
follows:  Orders  up  to  $50.00  add 
$1.50;  up  to  $100.00,  and  $2.75;  up  to 
$150.00  add  $3.50;  up  to  $200.00  add 
$4.50;  up  to  $300.00  add  $5.00;  up  to 
$400.00  add  $7.00;  over  $400.00  add 
$8.75. 

¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥ 

Lottie 

Louisiana's  lottery  is  one  year  old  and  I 
must  admit — I  play  every  week.  I  invest  a 
couple  of  dollars  every  weekend  hoping  to 
be  a  millionaire  the  following  Monday.  So 
far  my  choice  of  numbers  have  been  made 
at  random;  but,  I  recently  purchased  a  love 
token  that  I  believe  is  giving  me  instant 
wealth.  Engraved  on  the  reverse  side  of  a 
VF  1892  Barber  quarter  is 


1 Presidents  message  continued  from  page  2 

to  train  someone  for  this  position.  The  most 
enjoyable  part  of  this  position  is  meeting  and 
talking  with  others,  usually  the  ones  who 
never  have  heard  of  love  tokens.  It  is  inter¬ 
esting  to  converse  with  them,  and  every  so 
often  you  find  one  who  really  gets  enthused. 

I  had  such  an  experience  in  Colorado 
Springs.  She  never  heard  of  love  tokens,  and 
after  about  a  half  or  three-quarters  of  an 
hour  of  conversation,  she  ended  up  buying 
seven  love  tokens,  joined  the  Society  ,  and 
purchased  my  book!  Not  only  that  but 
during  the  balance  of  the  show,  several 
persons  came  to  our  booth  saying  she  sent 
them  over!  You  cannot  buy  that  kind  of 
satisfaction!  Attending  the  booth  at  a  show 
you  meet  the  nicest  people.  Even  though 
they  are  total  strangers,  you  feel  like  they  are 
old  friends!  Try  it!  You  will  like  it!  join 
with  me  in  Baltimore. 

(By  Lloyd L.  (Entenman  ^ 

¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥ 


I  studied  the  coin  and  couldn't  figure  out 
the  significance  of  the  17-15-26  until  one 
day  when  picking  lottery  numbers  I 
realized  that  maybe  someone  100  years 
ago  must  have  won  the  "Lottie."  Guess 
what  numbers  I'll  pick  in  May. 

submitted  by 
Sid  gale 
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Confederate 
Love  Token 


A  few  months  after  I  moved  to  Florida,  I  had  the  opportunity 
to  see  a  very  interesting  engraved  piece.  It  was  a  large  silver 
“coin”  that  had  been  engraved  on  both  sides.  One  side  had  the 
Masonic  emblem,  and  the  other  side  was  worded:  GEN.  J.E. 
Johnston/C. S. A. /To/W.H.  Robertson. /ASST.  SURG.  C.S.A./ 
APRIL  25TH/ 1865.  The  “coin”  belonged  to  a  lady  in  the  local 
Central  Florida  Coin  Club,  and  was  handed  down  for  several 
generations  in  her  first  husband’s  (last  name  Robertson) 
family.  The  piece  intrigued  me.  and  I  certainly  felt  that  it  was 
genuine. 

Several  months  after  I  first  saw  this  special  coin,  I  found  out 
that  it  was  to  be  auctioned  locally.  The  elderly  owner  wanted 
to  dispose  of  it,  and  had  considered  giving  it  as  a  gift  to  the  first 
Mason  she  met!  Fortunately,  before  she  had  a  chance  to  do 
that,  she  realized  that  the  piece  had  some  value.  Therefore, 
she  consigned  it  to  a  small  auction  in  conjunction  with  a  local 
coin  show. 

I  knew  that  I  wanted  to  own  the  “token."  I  had  no  idea  what 
its  value  was,  but  I  was  certainly  willing  to  pay  a  fair  price.  So, 
I  called  a  few  dealer-friends  and  asked  their  opinions.  I 
attended  the  auction,  and  was  prepared  to  pay  up  to  $1,000 
to  add  this  piece  to  my  collection.  But.  the  “token  God”  was 
on  my  side  that  night;  and  the  bidding  stopped  at  $475  -  plus 
10%.  The  piece  was  mine! 

My  friend  and  fellow  Civil  War  enthusiast,  Jim  Partin,  first 
showed  the  piece  to  me.  Jim  has  several  hobbies,  one  of  which 
is  genealogy.  Jim  was  also  interested  in  the  “love  token,”  and 
began  to  research  the  names  engraved  on  it. 

Jim  didn’t  have  much  trouble  finding  information  on 
General  J.E.  Johnston.  The  following  information  was  taken 

Confederate  continued  on  page  4 
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President's  Message 

Spring  has  finally  arrived]  The  grass  is  green,  the 
flowers  are  in  bloom,  the  birds  are  twitterpated.  and 
show  time  is  in  full  swing]  It’sagreat  time  to  be  alive! 

The  big  showis  in  Baltimore  when  the  ANAholds 
it’s  annual  convention  July  28  through  August  1. 
Elsewhere  in  this  bulletin  is  a  notice  with  all  the 
details.  However,  PLEASE,  if  you  attend  for  all  or 
ary  part  of  the  convention,  I  would  appreciate  it  if 
you  would  stop  at  the  Society’s  booth,  and  if 
possible,  staff  it  for  an  hour  or  two  to  give  me  a 
chance  to  get  on  the  floor  to  see  what  is  available. 

In  addition  to  the  article  elsewhere  on  exhibits,  I 
again  stress  the  importance  of  love  token  exhibits 
at  this  annual  convention.  We  have  funded  an 
award  programin  which  three  plaques  are  awarded 
eachyearfor  first  second  and  third  place  love  token 
exhibits.  If  only  three  exhibit  all  three  could  most 
likely  get  a  plaque  If  less  than  three,  the  unused 
ones  are  wasted.  LET  US  BE THRIFTY  AND  NOT 
WASTE  ANY!  If  you  want  any  help  or  assistance, 
please  contact  me.  If  you  want  to  exhibit  but 
cannot  get  to  the  show,  contact  me  and  we  can 
arrange  to  set  it  up  and  take  it  down  for  you. 

Recently,  I  had  an  article  published  in  the 
COLLECTORS  ADVANCE  on  the  subject  of  a  love 
token  box  cover,  including  a  picture  of  one.  In 
response  to  the  article  I  have  had  three  inquiries 
from  different  parts  of  the  country  inquiring  as  to 
where  to  purchaseabcx  cover  love  token.  If  anyone 
knows  of  where  there  is  one  available,  please  let  me 
know  as  soon  as  possible.  If  only  the  book  would 
inspire  such  inquiries,  it  would  be  great  Out  of 
1,000  printed,  there  are  only  376  in  circulation] 
The  rest  are  still  in  my  living  room! 

Again  this  Love  Letter  has  a  large  number  oflove 
tokens  that  are  available  for  purchase.  About  half 
of  them  are  new.  As  suggested  before,  if  there  are 
any  you  really  want  I  suggest  you  call  on  the 
telephone.  If  I  am  not  home,  you  can  leave  your 
request  on  the  machine  to  reserve  your  priority 
position. 

If  I  don’t  see  you  at  the  ANA  convention,  I  extend 
my  best  wishes  to  you  and  your  family,  for  a  very 
enj  oyable  summer.  I  will  speak  with  you  in  the  Fall 
through  the  August  Love  Letter. 

LCoycC  L.  ‘Entenmann 


Columbian  Exposition 
Love  Tokens 

The  love  tokens  of  the  late  nineteenth  century 
included  almost  eveiy  coin  from  the  cent 
through  the  silver  dollar  and  many  gold  coins 
as  well.  Over  the  years,  I  have  seen  perhaps 
fifty  or  more  Columbian  Exposition  ’love  to¬ 
kens."  Unlike  the  Barber  halves  and  Seated 
Liberty  halves  which  also  were  made  into  many 
love  tokens,  the  Columbian  halves  usually  did 
not  have  one  side  planed  off  and  a  monogram 
applied  thereto.  Most  had  a  portion  of  the  field 
engraved.  Some  had  only  a  part  of  the  reverse 
planed  down  for  the  inscription.  Most  were 
dated  (usually  to  coincide  with  their  visit  to  the 
Fair).  The  unusual  design  of  the  Columbian 
half  perhaps  was  too  important  to  remove  in 
toto  thus  preserving  the  commemorative  as¬ 
pect  along  with  the  engraving. 

A  piece  I  recently  found  had  only  the  two 
hemispheres  on  the  reverse  smoothed  down 
for  the  engraving,  "W"  on  one  and  "C"  on  the 
other.  Thus  the  intire  design  remained  intact. 
Many  had  the  engraving  applied  in  the  flat  field 
areas  of  the  obverse  -  on  either  side  of  Colum¬ 
bus'  head.  Some  had  engraving  across  the  half 
and  face  of  Columbus.  A  few  had  engraving  in 
the  limited  flat  field  area  above  the  Santa  Maria 
on  the  reverse.  It  only  occurred  to  me  when  I 
acquired  the  latest  piece  that  the  "love  token" 
engravers  looked  differently  upon  the 
Columbian  Exposition  half  dollar  than 
"regular"  coins. 

Will  the  collectors  who  have  Columbian  Expo 
engraved  pieces  be  kind  enough  to  contact  me 
to  perhaps  better  illustrate  this  phenomenon. 
Also,  having  seen  many,  many  thousands  of 
love  tokens.  I  have  noted  any  other 
commemorative  half  dollar  being  used  even 
rarely  for  making  a  love  token.  I  do  know  of  one 
Isabella  Quarter,  one  Lafayette  dollar  and  one 
Stone  Mountain  piece  which  were  engraved. 
Does  anyone  know  of  other  commemorative 
coins  used  as  love  tokens?  Please  contact  me 
at:  13515  Magnolia  Blvd,  Sherman  Oakes,  CA 
91423.  P.S.  The  "W”"C"  Columbian  half  is  for 
sale  at  $15. 

SoCTayCor 
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Financial  Statement 

General  Funds 


Balance  March  31, 1993 

$7554.25 

Receipts 

Dues 

220.00 

Interest  (Bank  Accounts) 

64.87 

New  Members 

40.00 

Total  Receipts 

S  324.87 

Sub-Total 

$  7879.12 

Expenses 

Check  #105  RC  Newhouse 

85.98 

LL#146 

Check  #106  Postmaster 

50.00 

stamps  for  foreign  mailings 

Check  #107  Postmaster 

49.06 

LL  #145 

Check  #108  Void 

Check  #109  Postmaster 

147.25 

stamps  (500  roll) 

Check  #110  ANA 

100.00 

ANA  Annual  Convention  and  display 

Bank  fees 

16.25 

Total  Expenses 

$  448.54 

Balance  May31, 1993 

$7430.58 

Permanent  Fund 

Audubon  Savings  &  Loan  Association 

I  Year  Certificate  of  Deposit 

$  432.88 

Membership  Report 

Membership- 

March  31, 1993 

285 

New  Members 

4 

Deceased 

2 

Non-renewal 

36 

Resigned 

IQ 

Membership-May  31, 1993 

241 

New  Members 
Rose  M.  Bloomfield 
Donald  W.  Southland 
Nicole  F.  Escudero 
John  Hitzenhammer 

Barbara  S.  Newhouse 
Secretary /T  reasurer 


In  Memoriam 

It  is  with  deep  sorrow  that  we 
report  the  passing  of  our  co-founder 
Helen  Moore  on  March  26,  1993. 
The  last  few  years,  Helen  did  not  get 
around  too  much  due  to  her  health, 
but  she  was  an  ardent  love  token 
collector.  In  1971  Helen  and  Jane 
Finnell  got  together  and  decided  to 
try  and  get  a  group  of  love  token 
collectors  together  to  form  a  love 
token  Society.  At  the  ANA 
convention  in  1972  they  held  a 
charter  meeting  with  35  members 
and  founded  the  LOVE  TOKEN 
SOCIETY.  She  was  a  wonderful 
person  and  we  miss  her  very  much. 

Our  sympathy  and  prayers  are 
mournfully  extended  to  her  sister, 
Edna  Greulich.  If  anyone  would 
care  to  write  her,  the  address  is 
11776  101st  Street,  North  Largo, 
Florida,  34643-2351. 
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Annual  Meeting 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Love  Token 
Society  will  be  held  during  the  ANA  1 02nd 
Anniversary  Convention  in  Baltimore, 
Maryland,  at  the  Baltimore  Convention 
Center,  on  Friday,  July  30,  1993  in  room 
#313  at  2:00  p.m.  All  members  are 
requested  to  attend,  visitors  are  most 
welcome. 

At  this  convention,  as  has  been  our 
custom  lately,  the  Society  will  have  a  booth 
on  the  floor  of  the  bourse  during  the  entire 
convention.  The  booth  must  be  manned 
as  long  as  the  bourse  is  open.  This  makes 
a  long  day  and  for  one  person,  you  don’t 
have  a  chance  to  see  what  is  available  on 
the  floor  or  who  is  there.  We  will  have  love 
tokens  for  sale  at  the  booth  plus  literature, 
and  a  give  away  gift  for  interested 
inquirers.  You  meet  some  very  interesting 
people  during  this  period.  You  would 
really  enjoy  being  in  the  booth  for  an  hour 
or  two.  Your  assistance  is  urgently 
requested. 


Confederate  continued  from  page  1 

from  Historical  Times,  Illustrated 
Encyclopedia  of  the  Civil  War: 

Johnston.  Joseph  Eggleston,  CSA  b. 
Farmville,  Va,.  3  Feb.  1807,  Johnston 
attended  Abingdon  Academy  in  Virginia 
and  entered  West  Point  in  1825. 
Graduating  13th  in  a  class  of  46  in  1829, 
he  was  appointed  2d  lieutenant  in  the 
4th  Artillery.  .  .  . 

He  resigned  from  the  U.S  Army  22 
Apr.  1861,  shortly  after  Virginia  seceded 
from  the  Union,  and  offered  his  service  to 
his  state.  Initially  appointed  major 
general  of  Virginia  troops,  on  14  May  he 
was  commissioned  brigadier  general  in 
the  Confederate  army.  His  first 
assignment  was  at  Harpers  Feriy.  On  31 

Confederate  continued  on  page  5 


Exibits  at  ANA 
Annual  Convention 

We  need  to  have  at  least  three  love  token 
exhibits  during  the  ANA  Annual 
convention  in  order  to  utilize  the  three 
plaques  our  Society  has  underwritten  to  be 
given.  If  they  are  not  awarded,  the  plaques 
are  destroyed  -  wasted!  Don’t  let  that 
happen!  If  you  need  help  or  advice,  please 
do  not  hesitate  to  contact  the  President.  If 
you  want  to  exhibit  but  cannot  attend,  let 
the  President  know,  and  arrangements 
can  be  made  to  see  that  someone  else  will 
set  it  up  and  take  it  down  at  the  end  of  the 
convention.  Call:  609-547-2857. 


vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv 

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv 

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv 

Ordering  Love  Tokens 


This  issue  again  has  four  pages  of  love  tokens 
available.  About  half  are  what  is  left  from  the 
last  issue,  the  rest  are  new.  If  you  particularly 
want  any  one  or  more,  I  suggest  you  telephone 
me  as  soon  as  possible.  If  I  am  not  home,  leave 
your  request  on  the  answering  machine  to 
reserve  your  priority,  as  I  fill  the  orders  in  the 
sequence  I  receive  them.  Please  send  all 
requests  to  Lloyd  L.  Entenmann,  130  Cornell 
Road,  Audubon,  NJ  08106,  or  telephone: 
609-547-2857.  In  remitting,  please  do  not 
forget  to  include  the  postage  as  follows: 
Orders  up  to  $50.00  add  $  1 .50;  up  to  $  1 00.00, 
and  $2.75;  up  to  $150.00  add  $3.50;  up  to 
$200.00  add  $4.50;  up  to  $300.00  add  $5.00; 
up  to  $400.00  add  $7.00;  over  $400.00  add 
$8.75. 
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Confederate  continued  from  page  4 

Aug.  he  became  a  full  general,  to  rank 
from  4  July. 

In  Dec.  1863,  after  Bragg’s  failure  at 
Chattanooga,  Johnston  was  assigned  to 
the  Army  of  Tennessee  with  instructions 
to  reorganize  it  and  take  the  offensive. 
The  reorganization  went  well,  but 
Johnston  hesitated  in  taking  the 
offensive,  claiming  he  had  insufficient 
troops  to  oppose  the  powerful  Federal 
army.  He  preferred  waiting  for  the 
enemy  to  attack  and  expend  its  strength, 
allowing  him  to  counterattack  a 
weakened  foe.  In  May  1864,  pitted  against 
Maj.  Gen.  William  T.  Sherman  during 
the  Atlanta  Campaign,  he  was 
dependent  on  this  strategy,  which 
(Jefferson)  Davis  refused  to  approve. 
Johnston  fell  back  skillfully  through 
northern  Georgia  before  a  numerically 
superior  enemy.  Davis,  increasingly 
frustrated  by  Johnston’s  failure  to  stop 
the  Federal  advance,  relieved  him  of 
command  17  July  in  front  of  Atlanta, 
replacing  him  with  Lt.  Gen.  John  B. 
Hood.  A  cautious  soldier,  Johnston  had 
recorded  neither  great  victories  nor 
defeats,  but  he  had  kept  his  forces  intact 
and  safe  from  destruction. 

After  Hood’s  failure  to  hold  Atlanta  and  his 
disastrous  Franklin  and  Nashville  Campaign, 
Gen.  Robert  E.  Lee  restored  Johnston  to 
command  23  Feb.  1865.  .  .  realizing  the 
hopelessness  of  further  resistance,  Johnston 
signed  final  surrender  terms  26  Apr., 
bringing  his  military  career  to  a  close. 

Of  course  in  order  to  help  “validate”  this 
engraved  piece,  Jim  also  found  information 
on  the  other  individual  listed  on  the  token, 
This  listing  is  found  in  The  War  of  the 
Rebellion:  A  Compilation  of  The  Official 

Records  Of  The  Union  and  Confederate 

Armies: 

Second  Military  District  of  South  Carolina 

Surg.  W.H.  Robertson,  medical  director. 
Based  on  this  information,  Jim  and  I 


both  believe  this  token  is  a  legitimate  “love 
token.”  One  of  the  most  interesting  things 
to  me  is  the  date  on  the  engraved  piece: 
April  25th  1865  -  just  one  day  before 
Johnston’s  surrender.  He  knew  the  end 
was  evident,  and  he  wanted  to  give  his 
surgeon  a  special  gift. 

In  order  to  get  a  third  opinion,  the 
engraved  coin  was  sent  to  Dr.  Larkin 
Wilson  for  his  professional  opinion.  Larkin 
lists  the  weight  at  22.8  gm.  and  the 
diameter  at  38. 8  mm.  Based  on  the  specific 
gravity  of  10.0,  it  is  listed  as  toned  silver. 
Larkin’s  opinion  is  that  the  altered  coin  is 
likely  a  Mexican  8  realle  piece,  1824-97, 
because  of  the  ornamented  edge. 

Whatever  your  opinion,  I  thought  you  all 
might  find  this  piece  as  interesting  as  I  did, 
and  would  enjoy  reading  it.  Special  thanks 
to  Jim  Partin  for  his  research,  and  to  Dr. 
Larkin  Wilson  for  his  verification  service. 
Sources: 

1.  Historical  Times.  Illustrated  Encyclopedia 

of  the  Civil  War:  Patricia  L.  Faust,  editor; 

Harper  &  Row,  Publishers,  New  York,  pg. 

400. 

2.  The  War  Of  The  Rebellion:  A  Compilation 

Of  The  Official  Records  Of  The  Union  And 

Confederate  Annies:  Prepared  by  the  late 

Lieut.  Col.  Robert  N.  Scott,  Third  U.S. 

Artillery;  Published  under  the  direction  of 

The  Hon.  Redfield  Proctor,  Secretary  of  War; 

1891;  Government  Printing  Office, 

Washington,  pg.  550. 

3.  Civil  War  Token  Society  Verification 

Service,  Certificate  No.  1229. 
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*935 

Engraved  both  sides= 
Rev. +"Aug. 24 ,  1876  / 

Aug  24,1894" 


LOVE  TOKENS  AVAILABLE 


2*  Extra  thick  silver  planchet  made  for  the  American  Rose 

Society,  engraved  on  obverse  to  recipient 
5*  Coin  from  Denmark 
6*  Coin  from  Peru 

8*  The  first  initial  is  badly  scratched  though  legible 

1 0A  &  1 0B  both  US  quarters,  pinpunched  one  side  in  center 

with  "opium"  several  times  around  rim. 

11*  Coin  is  well  worn 

14*  Initials  single  line  engraved,  numerous  tiny  punch  marks 

in  field 

18*  Elongated  English  6  pence,  flower  &  ribbon  enamelled 

Familiar  poem  beneath 

19*  Engraved  both  sides:  Rev.  "SL";  Obv.  around  rim  "TO 

MY  FRIEND  MARY  SOLLY"  and  in  center  1883 

22*  Engraved  both  sides,  reverse  has  "PPA" 

23*  On  a  Sweden  10  Ore  coin 

24*  Liberty  "V"  nickel,  gold  dipped  (?)  after  engraving, 

not  a  racketeer  nickel. 


Love  Token  Society  Love  Letter 

Dr.  Robert  C.  Newhouse 
3200  Ella  Lane 
Manhattan,  KS  66502 


Love  Token 
Society 
Officers 

President 
Lloyd  L.  Entenmann 
130  Cornell  Road 
Audubon,  NJ  08106 
609-547-2857 

Vice  President 
Doug  Jennings 
2610  Summerfield  Road 
Petersburg,  MI  49270 
313-279-1728 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Barbara  Hewhouse 
3200  Ella  Lane 
Manhattan,  KS  66502 
913-539-1831 

Love  Letter  Editor 

Robert  C.  Mewhouse 
3200  Ella  Lane 
Manhattan,  KS  66502 
913-539-1831 


Love  Letter  Design 

Mary  Hamm  el 
Manhattan,  KS 

Love  Letter  Layout 

Paige  Blrdsley 
Manhattan,  KS 


Love  Tokens  and  Silver 
Rounds:  What  Do  They 
Have  In  Common? 


My  collecting  interests  in  silver  rounds  and  love  tokens  began 
much  the  same  way.  I  was  trying  to  collect  anything  and 
everything  that  had  something  to  do  with  dollars.  Silver 
dollars  were  my  first  and  main  collecting  interest,  so  I  tried  to 
gather  other  numismatic  items  which  were  related  in  size, 
value,  shape,  and/or  design.  This  desire  to  collect  things  which 
were  dollar  related  led  to  expanding  my  collecting  interests  to 
paper  money,  including  obsolete  banknotes  and  depression 
script,  tokens  and  medals,  like  Bryan  dollars,  "Good  fors,"  and 
so-called  dollars,  foreign  coins  of  crown  size,  one  ounce  silver 
rounds,  and  love  tokens  on  silver  dollars.  As  you  can  see,  the 
whole  thing  has  gotten  out  of  hand,  but  I  digress. 

The  first  love  token  I  purchased  was  a  Morgan  dollar  with 
"Sarah"  engraved  on  it.  I  had  just  read  an  article  about  Linda 
Harp  and  her  collection  of  love  tokens  on  silver  dollars  when 
she  happened  to  set  up  at  our  Monroe  Coin  Club  show.  She  had 
five  or  six  dollar  tokens  she  was  willing  to  sell  and  I  chose  the 
"Sarah"  because  of  my  wife's  grandmother.  This  first  acquisi¬ 
tion  also  started  me  on  the  trail  of  obtaining  a  family  tree  of  love 
tokens,  which  has  become  an  additional  adventure  in  collect¬ 
ing. 

Lloyd  Entenmann,  president  of  the  Love  Token  Society,  has 
been  quoted  as  saying  that  a  love  token  is  ".  .  .  somewhat 
unique.  They  must  be  created  on  a  coin  of  the  realm,  and  must 
be  hand  engraved."  Lloyd  took  his  interest  in  love  tokens  so  far, 
that  he  wound  up  writing  a  book  about  them.  Additional 

Love  'Tokens  continued  on  page  4 
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President's  Message 


This  message  is  being  written  just  after  my 
return  from  the  ANA  annual  convention  in 
Baltimore,  Maryland.  I  feel  we  had  a  very 
successful  show  as  far  as  love  tokens  are 
concerned.  I  was  very  anxious  on  arriving  as 
I  had  not  heard  from  anyone  who  was  going 
to  exhibit,  but  much  to  my  surprise  we  had 
FOUR  beautiful  exhibits!  There  is  an  article 
elsewhere  in  this  bulletin  regarding  the  exhib¬ 
its. 

As  has  been  our  custom  lately,  we  had  a 
table  on  the  bourse  floor  which  was  manned 
all  during  the  convention.  We  had  the  plea¬ 
sure  to  speak  with  a  number  of  interested  and 
not-so-interested  people  and  made  a  number 
of  new  friends.  The  net  business  result  was 
that  we  signed  up  7  new  members  and  1 
reinstatement,  sold  11  books,  and  about  25 
love  tokens.  This  was  a  bit  more  than  usual. 
We  also  received  many  comments  on  the 
wonderful  exhibits — which  incidentally 
brought  a  number  of  people  to  our  table! 
See — it  pays  to  advertise!  Overall,  the  show 
was  very  well  attended  by  the  public  and  we 
had  a  lot  of  activity  at  our  table.  We  gave  away 
over  200  of  our  elongated  cents,  and  about  50 
of  our  red  heart  key  chains. 

At  the  convention,  we  also  held  our  annual 
meeting  at  which  we  had  16  persons  present 
including  7  non-members  (2  signed  up  as 
members  after  the  meeting).  At  the  meeting, 
the  Society  was  presented  with  a  Certificate  of 
Appreciation  from  the  American  Numismatic 
Association  for  our  support  and  cooperation 
in  the  102nd  annual  convention.  Following 
the  usual  business,  I  gave  a  slide  presentation 
of  80  love  tokens  from  my  collection.  The 
outside  temperature  was  in  the  90's,  but  the 
temperature  in  the  room  was  about  45,  and 
nearly  all  left  before  the  conclusion  as  it  was 
too  cold! 


These  shows  are  wonderful  but  they  are 
expensive,  which  is  why  I  cannot  attend  more  of 
them.  Since  I  drove  to  this  convention,  my 
expenses  were  less,  but  even  at  that,  it  cost 
nearly  $500.00  just  for  hotel  and  food,  no  enter¬ 
tainment  At  the  moment,  the  next  show  I  plan 
on  attending  will  be  the  FUN  show  the  first 
week  of  January  in  Orlando,  Florida.  We  will 
have  a  table  and  meeting  there.  If  you  are 
planning  on  being  there,  how  about  an  exhibit? 
If  you  would  like  to  exhibit,  but  cannot  be  there, 
please  contact  me  and  I  will  arrange  to  set  up 
your  exhibit  and  remove  it,  then  see  that  it  is 
returned  to  you. 

In  our  Society,  the  position  of  President  is 
extremely  interesting,  at  least  I  feel  that  way. 
You  get  to  know  a  large  number  of  members 
and  friends  through  personal  contact  and  the 
mail.  With  a  table  at  shows,  you  again  meet  a 
large  number  of  people  from  all  walks  of  life, 
and  with  interesting  backgrounds.  If  you  like  to 
talk,  this  is  the  job  for  you!  When  I  first  took  over 
the  position,  the  membership  was  not  in  favor 
of  getting  involved  with  handling  the  sale  of 
love  tokens,  but  now  it  is  different.  I  calculate 
we  have  sold  over  1,000  tokens  through  the 
Love  Letter  and  at  shows.  This  also  has  added 
to  our  treasury,  as  I  ask  each  seller  to  contribute 
50c  per  token  to  the  Society  as  a  contribution  for 
the  service.  I  get  nothing  except  the  work.  I 
enjoy  seeing  both  seller  and  buyer  happy  over 
each  transaction.  The  seller  does  not  have  to 
hunt  for  a  buyer,  and  he  or  she  gets  the  asking 
price;  the  buyer  has  a  selection  and  at  a  fair  price. 
That  is  what  the  hobby  is  all  about.  If  you  think 
you  would  like  to  try  it,  please  contact  me.  I 
hope  to  be  around  for  a  few  years  yet,  but  there 
is  no  guarantee  beyond  today.  Please  consider 
it! 

During  the  past  ten  years  I  have  really  be- 
tPresident's  Message  continued  on  page  4 
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Financial  Statement 

General  Funds 


Balance  May  31, 1993 

Receipts 

$7430.58 

Dues 

60.00 

Interest  (Bank  Accounts) 

33.70 

New  Members 

60.00 

Donations 

21.50 

Total  Receipts 

3-m  2Q 

Sub-Total 

$  7605.78 

Expenses 

Check  #111  -Center  for  Extended  Services  24.50 

address  labels 

Check  #1 12-RC  Newhouse 

72.54 

LL#147 

Check  #1 13-Postmaster 

87.00 

stamps 

Check  #1 14- ANA  Membership 

150.00 

5  years- 1993 -199 8 

Total  Expenses 

$  334,04 

Balance  July  31, 1993 

$7271.74 

Permanent  Fund 

Audubon  Savings  &  Loan  Association 

I  Year  Certificate  of  Deposit 

$  432.88 

Membership  Report 

Membership- 
May  31,  1993 

241 

New  Members 

6 

Membership- July  31, 1993 

247 

New  Members 
Dallas  A.  Shaw 
Edwin  Luecke 
James  Sneddon 
John  Spadone 
Richard  S.  Hervert 
Bob  Forrest 


Barbara  S.  Newhouse 
Secretary /T  reasurer 


ANA  Annual 
Convention 

We  were  most  fortunate  to  have  four  excellent 
love  token  exhibits  at  the  ANA  Baltimore 
Annual  Convention.  I  tried  to  get  from  the 
committee  the  names  of  the  exhibitors  and  later 
who  got  what  prize.  I  had  two  promises  to  get 
the  information  for  me,  but  none  came  through 
before  I  left  after  the  show  closed.  On  Tuesday, 
August  3, 1  called  Colorado  Springs  AN  A  head¬ 
quarters,  but  no  one  had  returned  yet  from  the 
convention,  so  we  cannot  make  a  full  report  in 
the  Love  Letter. 

We  do  know  that  member  Agnes  Alones  had 
an  exhibit  and  that  she  got  a  second  place  plaque. 
Congratulations  Aggie!!  We  will  have  a  full 
report  in  the  October  Love  Letter.  I  did  try  to  take 
a  photograph  of  each  exhibit  and  if  they  turn  out, 
they  will  be  in  the  next  Love  Letter.  If  I  had  had 
a  little  help  on  manning  our  table,  I  would  have 
been  able  to  track  it  down  on  Sunday. 

Articles  Needed 

The  editor  is  in  need  of  short  articles  for 
publication  in  the  Love  Letter.  One  of  the 
purposes  of  our  Society  is  to  share  our  hobby. 
Each  one  of  us  has  at  least  one  love  token  in 
his  or  her  collections  that  is  a  favorite.  Write 
up  a  story! 

Thanks 

Robert  Higden,  from  Boise,  Idaho  has  vol¬ 
unteered  to  be  the  state /regional  represen¬ 
tative  for  Idaho/Northwest  area.  That  gives 
us  three  reps  (Ohio,  Florida,  and  Idaho). 
Thanks  to  Robert. 

Collector  Extra  ordinaire 

Elongated  Coins  (Rolled-out  pennies,  etc.) 

Describe — Price — Write — Buy — Sell — Trade 
Doug  Fairbanks,  Sr.,5937 Beadles  Drive  Jamesville, 
New  York  13078, Phone:  315-4694682 
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Love  ‘Tokens  continued  from  page  1 

information  about  the  Love  Token  Society 
or  Lloyd's  book  may  be  obtained  by  writing 
Lloyd  at  this  address,  write  Love  Token 
Society,  c/o  Lloyd  Entenmann,  130  Cornell 
Rd.,  Audubon,  NJ  08106. 

My  collection  of  love  tokens  consists  of 
mainly  dimes  with  the  names  or  initials  of 
members  of  my  family  on  them  or  silver 
dollars,  some  with  the  names  or  initials  of 
family  members  and  others  with  just  inter¬ 
esting  engravings.  The  dimes  usually  cost 
$5  to  $7,  depending  on  the  engraving  and  if 
you're  buying  in  volume.  The  silver  dollars 
begin  around  $45  to  $50  and  can  go  as  high 
as  $125  or  so  depending  on  the  amount  of 
engraving  and  topical  matter  being  de¬ 
pleted.  I,  also,  have  a  love  token  on  a  $1  gold 
piece,  for  this,  you  are  mainly  paying  the 
spot  price  of  gold.  Now  I'm  looking  for  a 
love  token  on  a  Peace  dollar. 

One  of  the  really  enjoyable  finds  is  when 
you  can  purchase  a  piece  which  fits  into  two 
or  more  different  categories  at  the  same 
time.  I  have  been  able  to  purchase  a  Bryan 
dollar  which  has  been  engraved  to  be  a  love 
token  and  is,  also,  a  So-called  Dollar.  Also, 
I  have  a  couple  of  silver  rounds  and  hearts 
that  were  engraved  and  were  meant  to  be 
used  as  love  tokens.  These  are  the  ones  you 
are  always  looking  for. 

In  closing,  I  must  admit  I  enjoy  both  areas 
of  collecting  and  will  continue  to  be  in  the 
hunt  for  additional  pieces  for  my  collection. 
If  you  have  any  questions  or  comments, 
drop  me  a  line  or  give  me  a  call. 

Doug  Jennings 

Give  Credit  Where  Credit  is  Due 

The  article  entitled  "A  Confederate  Love 
Token"  in  the  June  issue  of  the  Love  Letter 
did  not  list  the  author.  It  was  written  by 
member  Cindy  Grellman — Sorry  Cindy. 


(President's  (Message  continued  from  page  2 

come  involved  with  love  tokens,  and  find  them 
extremely  fascinating!  I  have  learned  a  great 
deal  about  them,  to  the  point  I  have  written  the 
first  known  book  on  them,  and  have  had,  to 
date,  fourteen  articles  published  in  various 
publications.  This  has  lead  me  to  be  accepted 
into  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild.  This  is  an 
honor  and  a  pleasure  to  which  I  am  deeply 
indebted  to  the  Love  Token  Society  for  giving 
me  the  opportunity  to  attain  this  achievement 

Please  remember,  if  you  have  any  problems 
or  questions  relative  to  love  tokens,  do  not 
hesitate  to  contact  me.  I  enjoy  trying  to  help 
others  and  will  go  to  great  lengths  to  find  the 
answers  if  I  do  not  already  have  them.  Be  sure 
you  look  over  the  love  tokens  that  are  still 
available.  About  half  of  them  are  left  from  the 
last  Love  Letter  while  others  are  new.  If  there 
are  any  you  really  want,  remember  please  call 
me  as  soon  as  possible.  If  I  am  not  available, 
leave  your  message  to  preserve  your  place  in 
line,  as  first  come,  first  served!  In  remitting,  do 
not  forget  the  postage  and  insurance. 

LCoyd  L.  ‘Entenmann 

_ ^ _ 

Wanted 

In  the  last  issue,  I  requested  an  ELIZABETH 
or  BETTY,  and  one  member  came  through 
with  a  BETTY,  which  has  made  two  people 
extremely  happy — the  buyer  and  the  person  to 
whom  the  it  was  presented! 

For  this  issue,  I  have  another  need.  A  few 
months  back  I  had  an  article  published  on  the 
Love  Token  Box  Cover  piece.  I  have  now 
received  four  calls  from  persons  who  want  to 
know  where  to  get  such  a  piece.  I  asked  around 
at  Baltimore,  but  had  no  luck.  If  you  have  any 
suggestions,  please  contact  me. 

Lloyd  L.  Entenmann 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Love  Token  Story 


I  am  a  newcomer  to  the  Love  Token  Society.  Really, 
I  own  only  three  love  tokens.  These  three  Mr. 
Entenmann  reluctantly  parted  with  during  my  recent 
visit  to  his  home,  perhaps  in  part  to  introduce  me  to 
this  hobby.  The  following  is  a  description  of  my  least 
favorite  of  these  three  and  a  potential  (fantasy?)  origin 
of  this  piece. 

This  token  was  a  1899  Barber  dime.  On  the  obverse 
the  name  Lizzie  is  scratched  in  the  field  in  front  of  the 
head.  An  L  is  scratched  on  the  head.  The  reverse  is 
inscribed:  LIZZIE  Jan.  1900.  Maybe,  this  represents 
a  New  Years  Resolution  to  get  that  incessant  rhyme 
out  of  the  author's  head.  To  wit 

BORDEN,  Lizzie  Andrew  (1860-1927),  American 
spinster  charged  with  theax-murder  of  her  father  and 
stepmother  on  Aug.  4, 1892.  The  case  was  one  of  the 
most  celebrated  in  American  criminal  history.  Al¬ 
though  legally  acquitted,  she  was  convicted  in  the 
public  mind. 

lizzie  Borden  was  bom  in  Fall  River,  Mass.,  on  July 
19, 1 860.  At  the  time  of  the  murders  she  was  32  years 
old  and  a  Sunday  school  teacher.  She  and  the  maid, 
Bridget  Sullivan,  were  both  known  to  have  been  on 
the  premises,  but  only  lizzie  was  arrested.  After  a  13- 
day  trial,  she  was  acquitted  on  June  20, 1893. 
Nevertheless,  a  chant,  begun  shortly  after  the  mur¬ 
ders,  persisted: 


Society  of  the  Friends  of  Lizzie  Borden  was  organized 
following  its  publication.  The  case  has  been  the  subject 
of  plays,  novels,a  ballet,  an  opera,  and  a  musical  revue. 


Gilbert  Maines 


Love  Token  Special 

In  the  old  days  when  a  coin  dealer  bought  a  US. 
coin  collection  or  lots,  many  exonumia  items  includ¬ 
ing  Love  Tokens  went  into  the  lOtf  -  25c  junk  box  and 
displayed  at  coin  shops  or  shows. 

The  Love  Token,  after  serving  their  purpose  as 
"tokens  of  affections"  ended  up  in  jewelry  boxes 

Inthosedayslabor  waslowand  the  valueof  a  nickel 
was  enough  to  buy  a  hot-dog  or  coke  Today,  a  $1 .00 
and  up  to  $350 would  be  the  common  price  according 
to  where  you  bought  it 

I  remember  buying  a  100  or  so  Love  Tokens  at  50c 
each  and  sold  them  for  $1 .00  each.  This  quick  turnover 
would  pay  for  my  table  at  coin  shows 

After  all  those  years  of  handling  Love  Tokens,  I 
now  realize  that  they  are  a  thing  of  beauty  with  the 
artistic  attractive  engraving  reflecting  the  engravers 
talent  and  purpose. 

I  decided  to  assemble  a  unique  Love  Token  collec¬ 
tion  for  attraction  and  exhibitioa 


Lizzie  Borden  took  an  ax 

And  gave  her  mother  forty  whacks; 

When  she  saw  what  she  had  done. 

She  gave  her  father  forty-one. 

One  reason  advanced  for  popular  belief  in  her  guilt 
was  resentment  by  the  local  mill  workers  against  the 
wealthy  Yankee  families.  Refusing  to  yield  to  pres¬ 
sure,  Mss  Borden  remained  in  Fall  River  until  her 
death  on  June  1, 1927. 

Interestinthecase  was  reawakened  when  Edmund 
Pearson  proclaimed  her  guilty  in  The  Trial  of  lizzie 
Borden  (1937).  But  Pearson's  conclusions  were  rebut¬ 
ted  by  Edward  D.  Radin,  who  reexamined  the  evi¬ 
dence  in  Lizzie  Borden:  The  Untold  Story  (1961).  The 


The  Love  Tokens  will  be  placed  in  special  library 
type  folders  where  both  sides  can  be  seen.  A  coin 
collection  on  oneside  and  the  artistic  engraving  on  the 
other. 

To  make  this  a  quality  set,  I  prefer  seated  liberty 
dimes,  one  for  each  year,  regardless  of  mint  works. 
They  should  be  undamaged,  without  holes  or  loops 
and  the  best  condition  preferably  extra  fine  or  better. 

Being  selective  in  this  set  of  Love  Tokens  may  be 
slow  but  prove  a  worthwhile  task.  I'm  glad  to  hear 
from  anyone  who  would  have  these  little  jewels,  so 
that  I  can  make  a  fine  collection. 

Write  to:  John  G.  Spadone,  4872  NW  171  Terr., 
Miami,  Honda  330534260. 


LOVE  TOKENS  AVAILABLE 
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A24  $12. 


A26  $9. 


A27  $12 


K21  $7. 


A1 9  $18. 

1  857 


A20  $9. 

G.B.  TWG 


A22  $12.  A23  $9. 

G.B.  DWD  G.B.  WM 


Footnotes : 


A1 5  Both  sides  engraved — rev  is  "BOR" 

A1  6  on  an  Italian  coin  dated  1863 

A1 9  on  Canadian  10  cent  coin,  water  scene  has  boat, 
sun  rising  over  mountains 
A21  on  a  Great  Britain  6  pence  circa  1836 
A22  both  sides  engrtaved:  "CRF" ,  on  rev  a  horseshoe 
A25  both  sides  engraved:  "BR",  on  rev  basket  of  flowers 


up  to  $  50. 
up  to  $150. 
up  to  $300. 


Shipping  costs: 


add  $1.50  ;  up  to  $100.  add  $2.75 
add  $3.50  ;  up  to  $200.  add  $4.50 
add  $5.50  ;  up  to  $400.  add  $7.00 


LOVE  TOKENS  AVAILABLE 
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Love  Tokens — What  Are  They? 

Part  1 

qkis  is  the  first  of  a  scries  of  articles  which  vAtt  discuss  just 
zvhat  Cove  tokens  arc,  how  they  were  used,  and  their  collectibie 

status  today. 

In  today's  society,  very  few  people  ever  heard  of  love 
tokens.  That  is  understandable,  as  they  are  the  remaining 
testimony  to  a  bygone  expression  of  love  and  affection  be¬ 
tween  two  persons— the  giver  and  receiver.  It  began  in  the 
seventeenth  century  and  continued  on  up  until  the  early  part 
of  the  twentieth  century. 

Life  was  a  great  deal  different  then  than  we  know  it  today. 
The  love  token  found  iP s  birth  in  Great  Britain  in  the  sixteen 
hundreds.  While  there  were  no  set  published  rules,  practice 
eventually  established  the  requirements  for  a  love  token. 

First,  it  must  be  made  from  a  coin  of  the  realm  and  taken 
from  circulation.  The  reason  being  the  giver  had  to  work  in 
order  to  obtain  the  coin  he  could  afford.  Second,  the  engrav¬ 
ing,  no  matter  how  done,  had  to  be  done  by  hand.  This 
makes  every  love  token  unique  in  that  they  are  only  one-of-a- 
kind — no  two  alike,  even  when  done  by  the  same  person. 

Love  tokens  started  out  as  being  an  expression  of  love  or 
affection  between  the  giver  and  receiver.  Generally  a  boy 
having  ideas  of  marriage,  would  take  a  coin  he  received  in 
circulation,  smooth  one  side  (but  not  always),  and  then 
engrave  it  with  something  that  would  have  meaning  only 
between  the  two  or  them.  This  could  be  initials,  name(s),  a 
scene  or  object  such  as  a  flower,  boat,  bridge,  house,  etc. 
When  he  gave  it  to  her,  and  she  accepted  it,  it  was  presumed 
to  be  an  engagement  gift.  Diamonds  could  only  be  afforded 

by  royalty. 


‘What  are  they?  continued  on  page  4 


2 


President’s  Message 


The  busy  winter  season  is  well  under 
way,  and  coin  shows  abound  every¬ 
where.  Unfortunately,  I  am  unable  to 
take  in  any  of  them  due  to  other  commit¬ 
ments.  Our  next  show  will  be  the  FUN 
show  in  Orlando,  Florida,  January  6 
through  9, 1994.  As  usual,  the  Society 
will  have  a  booth  on  the  floor  all  during 
the  show,  and  a  regional  Society  meeting 
on  Friday.  If  you  attend  this  show,  it 
would  be  appreciated  if  you  would 
spend  a  couple  of  hours  at  our  booth  and 
meeting  some  of  the  guests,  thereby 
allowing  me  a  little  time  to  see  what  is 
available  on  the  floor.  All  of  my  reserva¬ 
tions  are  made,  I  will  be  arriving  at  the 
Quality  Inn  Plaza  in  the  afternoon  of 
January  5  and  leaving  at  noon  on  the 
10  th. 

It  would  be  nice  if  we  could  have  a 
couple  of  love  token  exhibits  at  this 
show,  as  it  really  is  a  big  show.  In  my 
opinion,  it  at  least  equals  the  ANA  an¬ 
nual  convention.  For  a  number  of  years, 
Ginny  Bryan  organized  and  ran  this 
show.  She  laid  the  groundwork  for  this 
show,  but  unfortunately  for  us,  she  was 
called  to  her  eternal  home  in  September. 
She  will  be  sadly  missed,  but  we  are 
confident  that  one  of  our  members, 
Cindy  Frellman,  will  prove  herself  equal 
to  the  challenge  and  put  on  an  excellent 
show.  Come  to  Orlando  and  have  FUN! 
Support  Cindy! 

By  now  all  of  the  members  have  had  a 
chance  to  browse  through  the  new  mem¬ 
bers  roster  prepared  and  sent  out  by  our 
most  gracious  secretary,  Barbara 
Newhouse.  I  have  received  a  number  of 
wonderful  words  of  praise  on  the  excel¬ 
lence  of  this  publication.  However,  don't 


tell  me,  tell  Barbara!  Make  her  husband 
jealous! 

At  the  ANA  Baltimore  Show  this  past 
August,  we  had  four  love  token  exhibits. 
They  were  all  excellent.  I  did  manage  to 
take  pictures  of  them  before  the  show 
opened  one  morning.  They  did  not  come 
out  very  well,  the  lighting  is  always  bad 
at  these  big  shows.  The  Exhibit  Chairman 
was  supposed  to  send  me  the  names  of 
the  exhibitors,  but  I  never  got  it  and 
didn't  realize  it  until  I  sat  down  to  write 
this  letter.  However,  the  four  exhibits  are 
as  follows:  Exhibit  #21  consisted  of  two 
cases  and  was  captioned  "Love  Token 
Bracelets."  Exhibit  #58  was  one  case,  and 
captioned  "Gold  Tokens  of  Love."  I 
found  out  that  this  one  was  entered  by 
John  Smies  of  Courtland,  Kansas,  and  was 
awarded  First  Place.  Exhibit  #62  was  one 
captioned  "An  Introduction  to  Love 
Tokens."  One  of  the  three  above  I  know 
was  entered  by  Agnes  Alones  of  Floral 
Park,  New  York,  the  other  two  I  do  not 
know  who  entered  them,  and  I  would 
appreciate  it  if  they  would  contact  me  so 
that  I  can  identify  this  exhibit  and  also 
send  them  a  copy  of  their  exhibit,  if  they 
choose. 

Exhibits  at  a  coin  show  are  very  impor¬ 
tant.  They  are  very  educational  as  they 
show  strangers  to  your  hobby  what  you 
have  and  what  you  do  with  it.  I  was 
amazed  at  the  Baltimore  show,  how  many 
people  stopped  at  our  booth  and  com¬ 
mented  on  the  love  token  exhibits.  I  want 
to  especially  appeal  to  our  members  to 
enter  an  exhibit  at  both  ANA  Mid-Winter 
and  Annual  Convention  shows.  Remem- 
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Financial  Statement 

General  Funds 


Balance  July  31, 1993  $7271.74 

Receipts 

Dues  20.00 

Interest  (Bank  Accounts)  27.93 

New  Members  80.00 

Total  Receipts  $  127.93 

Sub-Total  $  7339.67 

Expenses 

Check  #114-Kinkos  47.88 

directory  cover  stock 

Check  #1 15-ANA  150.00 

5  year  membership  (1993-1998) 

Check  #  1 1 6- Jim  Rigg  1 00.00 

Graphic  Layout  (1993  Directory) 

Check  #  1 1 7-RC  Newhouse  82.00 

LL  #148 

Check  #1 18-Copy  Co  133.00 

directory  duplication 

Check  1 19-The  Office  Mart  21 .99 

directory  envelopes 

Check  120-US  Postmaster  130.00 

Total  Expenses  $  664.87 

Balance  September  30, 1993  $6674.80 

Permanent  Fund 

Audubon  Savings  &  Loan  Association 
I  Year  Certificate  of  Deposit  $  432.88 

Membership  Report 

Membership- 

July  31, 1993  246 

New  Members  & 

Membership- July  3 1 , 1993  253 


New  Members 
Thomas  E.  Canton 
Nancy  R.  Robbins 
Margaret  L.  Groninger 
Ruth  Perlin 

Amy  Marie  Kalokerinos 
Ben  Iswarski 
Sara  M.  Birch 
Mary  Ann  Livingston 


Secretary's  Message 

The  1993  membership  directories  were 
mailed  in  September  (finally!).  If  you  did 
not  receive  one,  please  notify  me.  Eight 
new  members  joined  the  Love  Token 
Society  during  ANA  this  year.  So  that  we 
do  not  wait  an  entire  year  to  recognize 
them,  I  have  included  an  "add-on"  direc¬ 
tory  page  in  this  newsletter  with  the 
names  of  new  members  and  some  other 
additions  and  corrections  since  the  direc¬ 
tory  was  distributed. 

Watch  your  mailbox  in  November  for 
your  1994  membership  dues  notice,  but 
more  importantly,  enjoy  this  newsletter 
and  the  beautiful  Fall  Season. 

Best  regards, 

‘Barb 

Life  Memberships 

A  life  membership  in  the  Society  is  avail¬ 
able  and  is  a  good  investment.  It  guaran¬ 
tees  your  membership  during  your  life¬ 
time  with  no  further  payments  after  the 
first  year.  In  fact  after  you  are  gone,  your 
annual  dues  still  get  paid  into  the  Society. 
In  effect  you  are  making  an  eternal  contri¬ 
bution  to  the  Society.  The  cost  is  $200.00 
which  can  be  paid  in  a  lump  sum  or 
spread  over  three  years.  For  further 
information  contact  the  Secretary  or 
President. 


Barbara  S.  Newhouse 
Secretary /T  reasur  er 
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Unique  Good  Luck 
Love  Token 


The  basic  requirement  for  any  love 
token  is  that  it  must  be  made  from  a 
coin  of  the  realm  taken  from  circula¬ 
tion  and  be  hand  engraved.  Thus 
each  love  token  is  a  one-of-a-kind. 
What  is  engraved  is  determined  by 
the  giver  and  is  done  by  him  or  her 
(or  a  more  professional  person  for  the 
giver)  and  has  a  special  meaning 
between  the  giver  and  receiver.  In 
searching  for  love  tokens,  one  never 
knows  what  will  be  found  as  there 
are  no  two  alike,  similar  but  not 
exactly  alike,  as  they  are  all  hand 
done. 

While  nearly  all  love  tokens  fall 
within  the  above  conditions,  like 
everything  else,  there  are  exceptions. 
There  is  always  the  ingenious  person 
who  has  to  be  different.  The  follow¬ 
ing  described  token  falls  in  this  ex¬ 
ception  category.  I  call  it  a  “Good 
Luck  Love  Token”  as  it  falls  in  the 
category  of  a  love  token  and  as  a  good 
luck  charm  token. 

The  basic  coin  of  the  realm  is  a 
silver  shilling  of  Great  Britain,  from 
the  reign  of  Queen  Victoria,  as 
minted  from  1893  through  1896,  on 
which  the  reverse  has  been  smoothed 
and  engraved.  The  engraving  is  a 
wide  ribbon  slanting  upward  in  the 
center  of  the  coin,  having  a  small  roll 
on  the  lower  left  of  the  ribbon  and  a 
much  larger  roll  on  the  upper  right  of 
the  ribbon.  Inside  the  ribbon  from 
rim  to  rim  is  engraved  “Gilbert 
McGibbon.”  Beneath  the  ribbon, 

Unique  continued  on  page  7 
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As  the  custom  spread  and  became  quite 
popular,  it  took  on  other  purposes.  Moth¬ 
ers  wanted  bracelets,  brooches,  necklaces, 
earrings,  etc.  with  the  names  of  her  chil¬ 
dren  and/or  grandchildren.  Then,  in  those 
days  England  had  few  prison  facilities,  and 
long  term  sentences  were  served  first  by 
being  exiled  to  America,  and  later  to  Aus¬ 
tralia.  This  was  the  custom  on  all  sen¬ 
tences  of  seven  years  or  more.  The  Gov¬ 
ernment  paid  only  for  the  one-way  trip. 
With  time  on  their  hands,  these  prisoners 
would  spend  their  time  making  love  to¬ 
kens  for  their  mother,  girlfriend,  wife 
sister,  etc.,  and  send  them  back  home  as  a 
reminder  of  their  plight. 

Naturally,  not  all  boys  and  men  were 
skillful  enough  to  do  their  own  engraving, 
and  it  was  permissible  to  find  a  more 
skillful  person  and  have  him  engrave  what 
they  wanted  on  the  coin.  The  beauty  of  the 
coin  would  depend  upon  the  skill  of  the 
engraver,  however,  generally  the  beauty 
did  not  reflect  upon  the  love  or  affection 
that  the  now  token  represented.  Human 
nature  eventually  showed  its  influence, 
and  it  is  said  that  the  girls  started  to  judge 
the  extent  or  seriousness  of  their  lover  by 
the  denomination  of  the  coin  he  used.  If 
she  felt  he  could  well  afford  a  sixpence  or 
shilling,  and  he  only  used  a  half-penny, 
she  considered  him  a  cheapskate,  and 
would  probably  refuse  his  token. 

Lfoyd  ‘Entenmann 
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My  life  as  a  Love  Token  collector  started 
one  summer's  day  in  1990  when  a  coin 
collection  was  offered  to  me  for  purchase. 
As  I  previewed  the  pieces,  one  small  dark 
odd  'token'  caught  my  eye.  Looking  closer, 
I  realized  that  it  was  a  1898  Indian  Head 
Cent  that  had  it's  reverse  removed  to  the 
point  of  having  a  raised  edged  with  a  flat 
recessed  center.  There  was  two  initials 
ornately  engraved  upon  it:  "HH."  When  I 
questioned  the  elderly  woman  about  this 
'damaged  coin',  she  replied  that  her  late 
husband  had  had  it  for  years  and  that  his 
mother's  maiden  name  ended  with  an  "H." 
Any  connection?  She  didn't  know.  I 
ended  up  giving  her  $8.00  for  the  cent. 

I  immediately  began  researching  what 
this  engraved  coin  was.  I  remembered  that 
every  Valentine's  Day  issue  of  Coin  World 
would  dedicate  the  "Collector's  Clearing¬ 
house"  section  to  the  subject  of  'engraved 
coins'.  Looking  through  some  back  issues, 

I  found  Mr.  Lloyd  Entenmann's  address. 

In  no  time  soon,  I  was  an  official  member 
of  the  Love  Token  Society,  and  the  rest  is 
history. 

In  the  three  years  since  my  first  exposure, 
I  have  accumulated  a  total  of  75  Love 
Tokens  representing  nearly  every  US 
denomination  as  well  as  several  of  the 
world's  continents.  In  fact,  this  is  how  I 
have  defined  my  collecting  efforts.  When 
dealing  with  such  unique  items  such  as 
personally  engraved  coins,  there  are  sev¬ 
eral  avenues  that  a  collector  may  follow. 
You  may  wish  to  collect  every  one  you 
find.  (I  did  this  until  I  received  my  first 
Love  Letter  offering  of  tokens!)  You  may 
only  target  certain  initials,  names  ,  dates, 
phrases,  scenes,  enamels,  denominations, 
countries,  etc...  Actually,  the  varieties  are 


endless.  I  personally  have  chosen  to  over 
look  the  actual  engraving  for  now,  and 
concentrate  on  a  'type-set7  of  sorts.  I  am 
creating  not  only  a  US  denomination  type 
set,  but  also  a  world  type  set.  In  fact,  like 
a  true  type  set,  I  am  trying  for  an  example 
from  every  coin  producing  country  in  the 
worlds.  So  far,  I  have  only  8  countries,  as 
well  as  13  different  US  coin  types  repre¬ 
sented. 

My  favorite  Love  Token?  I  really  don't 
have  one  particular,  but  my  US  gold 
pieces  are  definitely  special.  One  in  fact, 
has  the  Hebrew  lettering  on  it  that  Sol 
Taylor  wrote  about  in  a  past  issue  of  the 
Love  Letter.  Another,  my  wife's  favorite, 
is  an  1849-54  gold  $1.  It  has  her  initials 
"LH"  beautifully  engraved  on  the  re¬ 
verse. 

Wanting  to  show  off  this  'new'  hobby,  I 
ended  up  winning  a  "Best  of  Show" 
trophy  for  my  collection  only  a  single 
year  after  starting.  The  response  I  re¬ 
ceived  from  this  display  was  very  posi¬ 
tive  as  well  as  curious.  In  the  display 
case,  I  included  a  copy  of  the  book: 

"Love  Tokens  as  Engraved  Coins"  by 
Lloyd  Entenmann.  Not  a  single  soul 
knew  that  this  was  even  available! 

Speaking  of  this  book,  I  think  that  it  is  a 
shame  that  not  every  member  single 
member  of  the  Society  has  a  copy!!!  Here 
is  the  most  complete  and  comprehensive 
source  of  information  for  the  very  subject 
of  which  we  are  paying  members.  It  just 
doesn't  make  sense  to  me  that  not  every¬ 
one  is  using  it.  I  have  talked  to  several 
coin  dealers  about  the  possibility  of 
carrying  a  copy  or  two  in  their  shops  for 
retail  sale.  The  response  was  always  the 
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ber,  at  the  ANA  Annual  Convention  (usu¬ 
ally  in  August  or  late  July/ August)  there 
are  three  plaques  awarded  in  our  own 
category.  These  plaques  are  funded  by  a 
permanent  contribution  to  the  ANA  for  this 
purpose.  Don't  let  a  plaque  go  to  waste!  It 
is  fun  and  rewarding!  Start  with  the  New 
Orleans  Mid-Winter,  March  3-5, 1994. 

In  the  August  Love  Letter,  I  asked  for 
information  on  the  availability  of  love  token 
box  covers.  I  had  no  responses.  If  you  hear 
of  know  where  one  can  be  obtained,  please 
let  me  know.  I  have  several  individuals 
who  want  one. 

The  sale  of  love  tokens  through  the  Love 
Letter  has  proven  to  be  very  successful.  We 
have  found  a  new  home  for  nearly  2,000 
love  tokens  through  the  Society.  On  the  last 
issue,  nearly  one-quarter  of  the  love  tokens 
in  the  bulletin  were  sold  before  I  even  got 
my  copy  of  the  Love  Letter.  In  this  issue  is 
what  is  left  from  the  last  issue.  I  am  expect¬ 
ing  at  least  two  more  lots  soon,  and  hope 
maybe  by  the  next  issue  one  of  them  will  be 
available.  Do  not  hesitate  to  contact  me  if 
you  have  some  surplus  you  would  like  to  . 
dispose  of.  You  can  not  only  do  better,  but 
you  are  keeping  the  tokens  "in  the  family." 

Book  sales  are  moving  very  slowly,  but 
moving.  During  the  past  month  I  sold  2 
books  through  my  ads,  and  two  dealers 
have  requested  another  shipment.  Unless 
there  is  a  sudden  surge,  I  still  will  not  be 
able  to  put  up  a  Christmas  tree  in  my  living 
room  this  year.  I  have  now  gone  over  the 
400  mark  in  sales. 

My  health  is  about  as  good  as  can  be 
expected.  I  can  get  around  with  the  use  of  a 
cane.  As  long  as  I  can  move  around  I  will 
be  active,  but  how  long  that  will  last  is 
unknown.  I  have  served  you  as  President 


now  for  almost  10  years  and  would  like  to 
at  least  semi-retire  at  the  next  election.  If 
you  would  like  to  give  the  position  a  try, 
please  let  me  know.  I  will  be  only  too  glad 
to  assist  you  in  the  transition  as  long  as  I  am 
able. 

Until  we  meet  again  in  December,  stay 
healthy,  keep  smiling,  and  be  careful  of 
those  goblins  and  Halloween  ghosts. 

LCoyd  ‘Entcnmann 

- ¥ - 
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same:  If  s  too  hard  to  move  a  book  like  this 
that  is  aimed  at  such  a  narrowly  defined 
group  of  collectors.  I  can  understand  that, 
but  I  can't  understand  why  this  very  group 
(including  every  person  reading  this  news¬ 
letter)  hasn't  even  come  forward  to  support 
the  book  and  it's  devoted  author.  IT 
DOESN'T  MAKE  SENSE!  BUY  THE 
BOOK  NOW,  DOGGONE-IT!!  Enough 
preaching. 

Actually,  I  hope  to  have  sparked  some 
form  of  emotion  in  the  readers  of  this 
newsletter  to  elicit  some  form  of  response. 
Good  or  bad,  for  or  against;  write  in  and 
share  your  opinions.  For  this  Society  to 
survive  or  even  grow,  it  needs  the  partici¬ 
pation  of  all.  You  don't  have  to  be  an 
officer,  or  even  a  jet-setting  show-goer. 

You  could  be  state/regional  representative 
or  even  someone  who  writes  a  letter  to  the 
editor  now  and  then.  Spreading  the  word 
about  the  hobby  and  if  s  only  supportive 
organization  sure  doesn't  hurt  either. 
Enough  preaching  already! 

%o6crt  Migdon 
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Token  Congress,  1993 
Glasgow,  Scotland 

following  the  height  of  the  lower  roll, 
is  engraved  “Sept  3rd  99.“  What  this 
date  represents  we  do  not  know.  This 
side  of  the  coin  is  the  love  token  side. 

The  obverse  of  the  coin  has  not  been 
altered  in  any  way.  What  has  been 
done  is  that  a  round  horseshoe  has 
been  cut  from  another  piece  of  silver 
that  is  thicker  than  the  shilling  (it 
may  be  another  coin,  but  it  cannot  be 
identified).  There  are  5  indentations 
on  the  left  side  and  4  on  the  right  side 
to  indicate  the  nail  holes,  and  an 
opening  at  the  bottom  separating  the 

2  sides.  This  piece  has  been  attached 
to  the  coin  with  the  outer  circumfer¬ 
ence  matching  the  outer  rim  of  the 
coin.  This  is  the  good  luck  side  of  the 
token. 

Then  something  odd  was  done.  It 
would  appear  the  giver  intended  it  to 
be  worn  as  a  necklace  on  a  chain,  or 
maybe  on  a  brooch.  However,  instead 
of  soldering  a  loop  on  the  coin,  or 
drilling  a  hole  in  the  coin,  it  would 
seem  the  coin  was  forced  into  a  nar¬ 
row  silver  ring,  the  width  of  the  coin, 
on  which  the  loop  is  soldered.  Why? 
We  probably  will  never  know,  but  at 
least  it  is  different! 

Overall,  it  is  an  attractive  piece; 
different  to  be  sure.  Unique  in  that  it 
appears  to  serve  a  double  purpose  or 
intent.  It  does  have  one  fault  in  that 
the  engraved  side  has  a  number  of 
light  stains  which  detract  from  it’s 
beauty.  Nevertheless,  it  is  an  excep¬ 
tional  token. 

A  report  on  the  origin  and  growth  of 
the  Love  Token  Society  of  America  was 
presented  by  English  member  Dennis 

Verley  to  Token  Congress  1993,  held  at 
Queen  Margaret  Hall,  Glasgow  Univer¬ 
sity,  from  September  17  to  19.  Special 
reference  was  made  by  the  speaker  to 

Lloyd  Entenmann’s  researches  in 

England  and  to  his  subsequent  publica¬ 
tion  of  “Engraved  Coins  as  Love  Tokens.” 

The  Congress  opened  with  a  talk  by 
Michael  Sharp  of  numismatists  A.B. 
Baldwin  &  Sons  Ltd.,  London,  England, 
entitled  “The  Captain’s  Halfpenny,” 
concerning  an  engraved  George  II 
halfpenny  in  his  collection  which  he 
referred  to  as  a  ‘token  of  regard’,  but 
which  could  legitimately  be  classed  as  a 
military  love  token.  The  obverse  of  the 
coin  was  untouched,  the  reverse  having 
been  worn  smooth  and  inscribed:  “Capt. 
Andw.  Wood  of  the  Rebel  Army  Gave  me 
this  Halfpy.  July  28,  1745,  while 

Confin’d.  Wm.  Stapley.” 

Extensive  research  on  the  speaker’s 
part  had  revealed  that  Andrew  Wood 
was  a  nshoemaker  who  made  shoes  for 
the  Jacobite  Army  in  Scotland — the  rebel 
supporters  of  Prince  Charles  Edward 
(“Bonnie  Prince  Charlie”)  the  Scottish 
pretender,  or  claimant,  to  the  throne  of 
England.  At  the  age  20  Wood  was  of¬ 
fered  a  commission  in  the  Jacobite  Army 
in  return  for  the  raising  of  50  men,  and 
he  was  subsequently  captured  by  the 
English  at  the  Battle  of  Culloden.  He 
was  taken  to  Inverness  and  then  trans¬ 
ferred  to  a  prison  hulk  on  the  River 

LCoycC  EnUntnann 

Eok&n  Congress  continued  on  page  S 

8 


<Tok&n  Congress  continued  from  page  7 

Thames  at  London.  He  was  tried  for 
treason  at  Southwark  and,  in  spite  of 
his  petition  for  mercy,  he  was  put  to 
death  by  hanging. 

His  speech  from  the  Scaffold  had 
been  fully  documented  and  was  read 
out  by  the  speaker,  who  also  revealed 
that  Wood  was  refused  the  Sacrament 
by  a  Presbyterian  minister  prior  to  his 
execution.  Left  without  spiritual  com¬ 
fort,  a  priest  from  the  Church  of 
England  took  pity  on  him  and  adminis¬ 
tered  Holy  Communion. 

The  identity  of  William  Stapley,  the 
person  to  whom  Wood  had  given  the 
coin,  was  never  established,  said  the 
speaker;  but  when  Stapley  engraved 
the  coin  (presumably  some  time  after 
the  gift  was  made)  he  obviously  made  a 
mistake  in  the  year  (1745),  as  the 
Battle  of  Culloden  took  place  in  April, 
1746  and  Wood  was  not  confined  in 
prison  until  shortly  afterwards.  The 
speaker  believed  that  the  token  is 
unique  of  its  kind,  having  been  given 
(in  the  form  of  a  coin  of  the  realm)  as  a 
‘token  of  regard’  by  one  person  to  an¬ 
other  and  subsequently  engraved  by 
the  recipient  himself. 

Other  items  on  the  Congress  agenda 
included  talks  on  communion  tokens, 
libraiy  tokens  and  medallions,  trans¬ 
port  tokens,  school  tokens,  crofting 
pieces,  pit  checks  and  Essex  tokens. 

There  was  little  evidence  of  love  to¬ 
kens  at  the  Congress  Bourse,  although 
the  writer  of  this  report  managed  to 
secure  a  worn  William  III  shilling 
crudely  engraved  MAG  for  a  round 
($1.50)  and  a  George  V  farthing  with 


A.G.  punched  on  one  side  and  K.C. 
punched  on  the  other,  for  the  princely 
sum  of  25  pence  (about  30  cents)! 

‘Phitlip  ‘Metdrum 
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Love  Tokens  -  What  Are  They? 

Part  2 _ 

This  is  the  first  of  a  series  of  articles  which  will  discuss  just  what  love 
tokens  are,  how  they  were  used,  and  their  collectible  status  today. 


When  love  tokens  found  their 

beginning  in  Great  Britain  during 
the  sixteen  hundreds,  the  most 
popular  coins  in  circulation  were 
the  half-penny  and  penny,  both 
being  made  of  copper.  Being  a  soft 
metal,  it  also  lent  itself  to  hand 
engraving  without  too  much 
difficulty.  However,  it  also  had 
the  disadvantage  of  not  showing 
off  the  engraving  to  an  advantage, 
as  the  engraving  provided  little 
contrast  to  the  unshaven  field. 
Silver  coins  were  in  circulation  but 
not  nearly  as  plentiful  until  later  in 
the  seventeen  hundreds. 

When  the  silver  coins  were  first 
used,  it  seems  the  shilling  was  the 
first  one  used,  and  those  not 
having  the  skill  of  engraving  and 
not  wanting  to  go  to  someone  else 
to  do  the  engraving,  got  the  bright 
idea  to  bend  the  shilling.  The  coin 
was  bent  in  a  particular  way, 
bending  the  coin  backward  at  the 
12  o'clock  position,  and  bending  it 
forward  at  the  6  o'clock  position. 
Thus  when  you  look  at  the  bent 
coin  sideways  it  appeared  to  be  a 
tall  skinny  letter  "s".  Why?  For  a 
very  good  reason.  If  the  receiver 
carried  it  in  her  pocketbook  or 


purse,  if  it  were  not  bent,  she  could 
spend  it  without  realizing  what 
she  did.  The  bend  thus  prevented 
this  misuse.  It  is  also  believed  that 
the  bending  was  done  by  putting 
the  coin  on  the  hinge  side  of  a 
door,  and  then  closing  the  door. 
The  silver  being  soft  enough  that  it 
would  bend  under  the  pressure  of 
the  oak  or  hard  wood  door.  The 
threepence  and  sixpense  were  not 
used  in  this  way  as  they  are  too 
small  to  bend  in  the  door.  Thus 
the  shilling  is  the  only  coin  that  has 
been  found  that  was  bent  in  this 
fashion. 

As  the  engraved  coin  grew  in 
popularity,  it  became  adapted  for 
other  purposes.  It  was  used  to 
commemorate  a  birth,  christening, 
baptism  wedding,  death,  an 
occupation,  a  tragedy  of  any  other 
occasion.  This  resulted  in  a  wide 
variety  of  engraved  tokens  being 
produced.  As  the  skill  of  engrav¬ 
ing  increased,  so  did  the  quality  of 
the  engraved  tokens.  Surprisingly, 
these  beautiful  tokens  are  not 
easily  found  even  in  Great  Britain. 
Probably  the  reason  for  this  is  the 
fact  that  the  English  people  are 
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President's 

From  all  appearances,  it  is  going  to 
be  a  very  lean  year  for  love  token 
collectors  this  Christmas.  I  had 
hoped  to  have  at  least  one  or  two 
new  lots  of  love  tokens  that  were 
available  to  the  members,  but  as  of 
this  writing  there  is  zilch!  How¬ 
ever,  all  is  not  lost!  For  the  love 
token  collector,  or  the  prospective 
collector,  an  excellent  gift  would 
be  a  copy  of  the  LOVE  TOKENS 
AS  ENGRAVED  COINS,  the  first 
known  book  on  love  tokens!  You 
can  be  sure  that  if  they  once  see 
and  read  the  book  they  will  be  most 
interested.  I  have  had  nothing  but 
high  praise  for  the  book.  Several 
members  have  already  purchased  a 
copy  to  give  as  a  present  for  a 
member  of  the  family  or  a  friend. 
Maybe  next  year  I  will  be  able  to 
have  a  Christmas  tree  in  my  living 
room!  Easy  monthly  payments  can 
be  arranged.  Sorry,  no  credit  cards 
-  - 1  do  not  qualify. 

I  hope  you  enjoyed  the  last  Love 
Letter,  as  there  were  a  couple  of 
very  good  articles  submitted  by  the 
members.  That  is  what  the  purpose 
of  this  Love  Letter  is  really  for! 
Members  to  share  their  finds  and 
stories!  Keep  it  up.  Don't  be  afraid 
to  write  an  article.  We  have  an 
excellent  Editor  who  will  edit  and 
correct  any  errors  in  grammar, 
punctuation,  etc.  and  no  one  will 
ever  know  it. 

The  same  suggestion  goes  for 
exhibits.  We  all  like  to  see  how 


^Messaje_ 

each  other  displays  their  collection 
and  also  as  to  what  pieces  we  have. 
No  matter  what  you  have,  no  one 
else  has  the  same  thing.  Remem¬ 
ber,  there  are  no  two  love  tokens 
alike!  That  is  what  makes  our 
hobby  so  interesting.  And,  if  you 
have  a  story  behind  the  love  token, 
that  is  the  ultimate  ideal!  There  are 
a  great  number  of  love  tokens  out 
there  that  lend  themselves  to  an 
imaginative  mind  or  give  a  hint  as 
to  it's  origin  or  history,  but  you 
have  to  dig  it  out.  That  digging  is 
what  takes  the  time,  and  can  lead 
you  down  many  difficult  and 
interesting  pathways.  I  presently 
have  three  pieces  I  am  trying  to 
find  time  to  research.  But  it  takes 
time  and  patience.  One  piece  I 
have  traced  to  it's  origin  and  know 
where  it  is  now,  but  the  period  in 
between  is  missing.  That  is  giving 
me  a  hard  time,  but  I  will  not  give 
up.  It  has  to  be  there,  all  it  takes  is 
the  patience  and  determination  to 
ferret  it  out!  You  have  to  be  like 
the  proverbial  spider,  "if  at  first 
you  don't  succeed,  try,  try,  try, 
again".  Persistence  is  the  key  to 
success! 

The  FUN  show  in  Orlando, 

Florida,  is  rapidly  approaching. 

This  show  is  really  the  one  show 
everyone  should  attend.  It  is  well 
organized,  is  huge,  has  a  wide 
variety  of  dealers,  excellent  pro¬ 
grams,  and  the  most  friendly 
atmosphere.  The  Society  will  have 
a  booth  all  through  this  show,  and 


help  to  man  it  will  be  deeply 
appreciated.  Again,  we  will  also 
hold  a  regional  club  meeting  on 
Friday,  to  which  all  are  welcome. 
Of  all  the  shows  around,  this  is  the 
one  to  attend!  I  hope  to  have  some 
new  love  tokens  available  at  this 
show,  which  will  be  before  I  get 
them  in  the  next  Love  Letter.  So,  if 
you  want  first  picking.,  come  to  the 
show! 

The  Society  will  also  have  a  booth 
and  a  Society  regional  meeting  at 
the  ANA  Mid-winter  or  Spring 
show  in  New  Orleans  in  March. 
Your  support  at  this  show  and  the 
FUN  show  will  be  very  much 
appreciated.  The  main  object  of 
attending  any  coin  show  is  to  get 
around  to  the  various  dealers  tables 
and  find  out  what  they  have  to 
offer.  That  is  the  only  way  we  can 
determine  what  the  market  is 
doing.  If  I  can  get  around  to  see 
what  is  going  on,  I  can  keep  you 
informed.  But,  if  I  am  tied  down  to 
staying  in  the  booth,  I  miss  the 
opportunity  of  knowing  what  the 
market  is  doing  and  what  is  avail¬ 
able. 

I  still  have  not  had  any  hint  as  to 
who  might  be  interested  in  taking 
over  the  Presidency.  My  health  is 
as  good  as  it  is  going  to  get,  and 
can  only  go  downward.  I  don’t 
want  to  be  the  only  pin  holding  the 
Society  together.  I  am  willing  to 
work  with  someone  now  while  I 
am  still  able,  and  can  make  the 
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Love  Tokens?  What  are  they? 
continued  from  pg.  1 

very  sentimental,  and  revere 
family  heirlooms  and  tradition. 
Thus,  such  tokens  were  not  very 
available  on  the  open  market. 

Another  innovation  which  took 
place  was  the  custom  of  engraving 
sayings,  poems,  popular  phrases, 
messages,  and,  yes,  even  the  Lord's 
prayer.  In  this  connection,  it  is 
interesting  to  discover  that  engrav¬ 
ers  had  difficulty  in  laying  out 
their  work.  Since  you  cannot 
erase,  once  you  start  a  saying  or 
phrase,  you  are  stuck  with  the 
space  you  have  left.  The  Lord's 
prayer  seemed  to  be  a  popular 
thing  to  engrave,  but  frustrated 
many  engravers.  An  engraver 
getting  to  near  the  end  of  space, 
and  still  having  more  to  go,  went 
as  far  as  could  but  left  space  for  the 
final  "Amen".  Thus  I  have  several 
coins  with  the  Lord’s  prayer 
engraved  incompletely,  all  ending 
at  a  different  place,  but  all  have  the 
ending  "Amen". 

Enamelled  tokens,  or  cloisonne 
tokens,  are  rather  scarce  in  Great 
Britain.  Such  work  is  more  likely 
to  be  found  on  a  coin  of  the  realm 
with  the  coat-of-arms  on  the 
reverse  enamelled.  Love  tokens  as 
such  are  seldom  enamelled, 
although  there  seems  to  be  no 
particular  reason  for  this 
condition.  ( to  be  continued) 
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transition  slowly  and  easily.  If  this 
is  not  done,  I  fear  when  I  am  forced 
to  give  up,  the  Society  will  cease  to 
exist.  This  should  never  be 
allowed  to  happen,  especially  after 
so  much  has  been  put  into  it,  and  so 
much  has  been  accomplished. 

Think  about  it!  Then  contact  me. 


The  biggest  holiday  season 
of  the  year  is  upon  us, 
and  in  keeping  with  the 
season  I  take  this 
opportunity  to  extend 
my  best  wishes  to  each 
of  you  and  your 
family  a  Joyous 
Chanukah,  a  Very 
Merry  Christmas, 
and  a  Most  Happy, 
Healthy,  and 
Prosperous  New 
Year. 


Lloyd 

Entenmann 

President 


LOVE  TOKEN  EXHIBITS  AT 
ANA  BALTIMORE  CONVENTION 


I  finally  have  found  out  who  entered  the  four  love  token  exhibits 
at  the  ANA  Baltimore  convention  last  August.  All  four  are 
members  of  the  Love  Token  Society,  and  we  are  extremely 
indebted  to  them  for  their  efforts  and  support  of  the  hobby  and 
the  Society.  They  are: 

John  J.  Smies  of  Courtland,  Kansas 

MY  TOKENS  OF  LOVE  (First  Prize) 


Agnes  Alones  of  Floral  Park,  New  York 

LOVE  TOKEN  BRACELETS  (Second  Prize) 

Doris  Andrew  of  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania 

GOLD  TOKENS  OF  LOVE  (Third  Prize) 

Judith  Schwan  of  Port  Clinton,  Ohio 

AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  LOVE  TOKENS 

Congratulations  to  each  one  of  you,  and  good  luck  in  your 
continued  endeavors.  Coming  up  in  1994  we  have  the  FUN 
show  in  Orlando  in  January,  the  ANA  Mid-winter  in  March  in 
New  Orleans  and  the  ANA  Annual  Convention  in  Detroit  in 
August. 


Letter  to  the  Editor . . . 


While  traveling  we  try  to  call  the  coin  dealers  listed  in  the  Yellow 
Pages  for  that  city.  When  in  Hot  Springs,  AK  recently,  we  called  a 
coin  dealer,  Coins  and  Things,  and  found  that  he  had  some  Love 
Tokens.  We  purchased  the  following: 

1)  This  coin  at  a  casual  glance  is  an  1877S  Trade  Dollar  with  a 
loop  welded  to  it.  More  careful  examination  reveals  that  the 
coin  can  be  opened  to  find  an  inner  compartment  -  -  an 
Opium  Dollar.  The  cover  is  engraved,  Ed  from  Dora,  on  the 
inside.  This  is  a  masterful  piece  of  work. 

2)  This  coin  is  a  Seated  Liberty  50c  piece  dated  1842.  The  re¬ 
verse  is  ornately  engraved  MOTHER.  Beautiful  engraving. 

3)  The  third  coin  is  not  an  engraved  coin,  but  a  locket  made  from 
a  1882  Seated  Liberty  dime.  It  opens  with  places  for  two 
small  pictures. 

Collecting  Love  Tokens  constantly  amazes  me.  It  seems  that  every 
new  find  is  more  interesting  that  the  previous  one.  If  we  could  only 
discover  the  history  of  each  coin. 


Melvin  L.  Dieterich 
24576  Gessner  Rd. 

North  Olmsted,  OH  44070 


The  Leater  Prince  Collection  of  Love  Tokens 

by  Robert  Wester 


Leater  and  her  husband  Bill 
Prince  are  well  known  numisma¬ 
tists  from  Raymond,  New 
Hamsphire  and  they  began  acquir¬ 
ing  many  outstanding  numismatic 
items  since  the  early  1 950’s. 

New  Hampshire  boasts  4 
members  in  our  Love  Token 
society  and  I  must  say  Leater  has 
formed  the  most  impressive  collec¬ 
tion  which  I  had  the  good  fortune 
to  view  recently.  Leater  told  me 
she  has  been  collecting  Love 
Tokens  since  1953.  Her  interest 
began  when  she  found  a  Dime 
Love  Token  with  the  engraving 
"Papa"  on  it  at  the  local  baseball 
field. 

Love  Tokens  originated  during 
the  reign  of  George  II  (1727)  and 
began  in  America  following  the 
Civil  War.  Love  Tokens  consist  of 
all  types  and  denominations  of 
coins,  with  one  or  both  sides 
planed  or  smoothed  off,  and  the 
engraved  with  names,  initials, 
scenes  or  other  messages  to  the 
recipient. 

We,  Love  Tokens  Collectors, 
know  that  much  of  the  historical 
background  of  them  has  been  lost 
through  death  and  time  lapse, 
however,  we  truly  treasure  them  for 
their  lovely  engraved  art  and 
beauty.  We  realize  their  prominent 
place  in  American  numismatices 
more  than  coin  collectors  could 
imagine! 

Leater  began  describing  her 
collection  and  showed  me  a  beauti¬ 
ful  necklace  she  found  and  pur¬ 
chased  in  the  early  1960's  which 
has  19  engraved  dimes  with  an 


1827  bust  half  attached,  centered, 
and  is  beautifully  engraved, 
"Mother  and  Father"  and  includes  a 
floral  bouquet. 

It  was  truly  a  pleasure  to  see 
the  lovely  bracelets  she  has  ac¬ 
quired.  Of  the  dozen  or  so  my 
favorite  had  19  dimes  of  which  13 
are  scenes  which  picture  2  hearts 
and  hands,  a  lake  scene  with  house, 
crossed  tennis  racquets  and  man  on 
horseback. 

Another  bracelet  has  7  beauti¬ 
fully  matched  engravings  of  the 
home,  a  rolling  pin,  vegetable 
chopper,  milk  pitcher,  cup  with 
saucer,  flat-iron  and  a  broom. 

One  of  the  two  magnificent 
watch  fobs  I  saw  had  4  dimes  and  a 
heart  attached  to  the  bottom.  All 
the  dimes  have  a  scene  and  a  name; 
Willie  has  a  horseshoe,  Frank  an 
owl.  Mama  a  dog  and  Papa,  an 
ocean  scene.  The  heart  is  dated 
1891. 

Outstanding  Love  Tokens  are 
too  numerous  to  mention  in 
Leater's  collection.  Among  many 
highlights  is  an  1855  seated  half 
with  pin,  the  eagle  reverse  is 
enameled  in  red,  white,  and  blue. 

Of  the  many  dual  sided  dimes 
there’s  an  old  fashion  fire  engine 
with  the  letter  "T",  a  telegrapher's 
key  with  monograms  and  a  railroad 
train  with  a  fancy  reverse  named 
"Little  Brother." 

Other  fancy  engraved  dimes 
include  a  horse,  a  heart  with  a  letter 
"F",  a  couple  walking  the  beach 
holding  hands  and  a  cornucopia  of 
flowers  with  the  name  "Tute." 


Leater  has  approximately  400 
Love  Tokens  in  her  collection  and  I 
could  see  the  tender  loving  care  she 
had  taken  in  the  last  34  years  in 
assembling  this  marvelous  collec¬ 
tion! 

Her  Morgan  dollars  have 
attractive  names  like  "Ida"  and 
huge  letters  A-B-C  with  flowers. 

An  1 800  American  Bust  Dollar  has 
fancy  monograms  with  scallop 
work  around  its  edges.  The  George 
4th  Circa  1 820  English  Crown  is 
most  elaborately  engraved  "Lizzie 
Shomberg." 

A  one  dollar  gold  coin  has  a 
bird  with  leaves  and  border.  One 
1852  2  1/2  dollar  gold  piece  has  a 
lake  scene  with  houses  and  the 
name  "grandma."  The  other  is  dual 
with  an  ocean  scene  and  lighthouse 
with  the  name  "Elmer."  Its  reverse 
has  floral  work  with  a  scroll  and 
name  "Jessie." 

Another  Love  Token  I  found 
interesting  and  I'm  sure  you  would, 
is  an  1899  barber  dime.  It  has  the 
Lord's  Prayer,  all  hand  engraved, 
and  includes  a  fancy  border.  This 
dime  shows  the  skill  some  engrav¬ 
ers  had  years  ago.  We  have  all 
heard  of  elongated  pennies  and 
dimes.  I  examined  this  work  with  a 
20  power  glass  and  feel  satisfied 
it's  hand  engraved. 

As  we  all  know,  every  collec¬ 
tion  has  a  favorite  or  personal 
highlight  and  I'm  going  to  describe 
this  most  elaborate  of  Love  Tokens 
I've  seen. 

The  coin  is  smoothed  on  both 
sides  and  according  to  its  edge,  it's 
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Leater  Prince  Collection 

continued  from  pg.  6 

a  Spanish  8  Reales,  silver  dollar 
size.  The  obverse  has  a  man  and 
woman  centered  on  the  coin  and 
they  are  holding  each  others'  hand, 
the  coin  is  holed  at  12  O'clock  and 
directly  below  at  2  hearts  with 
arrows.  Inside  a  scalloped  edge  are 
the  words  "when  this  you  see  - 
remember  me."  Her  initials  are 
L.L.,  his  were  J.W. 

On  the  reverse  is  a  huge  sailing 
ship  which  has  3  masts  and  the 
English  Rag.  The  ship's  name  has 
"Alfred"  which  is  engraved  below 
from  7  to  5  O'clock.  I  would  like  to 
think  this  gentleman  was  the 
captain  or  an  officer  aboard  the 
"Alfred"  and  gave  this  Lobe  Token 
to  his  girl  so  she  would  never 
forget  him  while  at  sea, . . .  most 
romantic! 

I'll  always  remember  this 
pleasant  May  1987  summer  day 
visiting  with  Leater  and  Bill  Prince. 
The  viewing  of  her  Love  Token 
collection,  I  considered  a  privilege, 
and  I  couldn't  begin  to  tell  you  how 
much  knowledge  I  gained  from  this 
grand  lady. 

She  told  me  as  I  was  leaving  to 
be  patient  and  enjoy  "The  Love 
Token  Collecting"  and  she's  abso¬ 
lutely  correct!"  Maybe  an  exciting 
addition  to  your  collection  or  mine 
is  in  the  near  future,"  she  said. 

I  purchased  Leater's  Love 
Tokens  at  a  later  date. 

In  a  future  issue  of  the  Love 
Letter  I  will  discuss  my  observa¬ 
tions,  the  published  literature 
pertaining  to  love  tokens  along 
with  other  gold  bracelets  and 
interesting  additions  I  have  ac¬ 
quired  over  a  twenty  year  span. 


btnCqiie  Love  To/cen 

On  the  obverse  of  a  1940  quarter, 

"To  a  pal  and  a  friend  from  one  who  will  never  love  again" 

In  the  1800's  this  was  refered  to  as  a  duster. 

A  description  from  Dennis  B.  Freeman 
P.O.  Box  3002 
Chesapeake,  VA  23327 


Love  Tokens  on  Columbian  Expo  Commens, 

submitted  by  Bill  Fivaz: 


Saw  your  request  for  information  on  engraved  Columbian  Expo 
Commems,  and  found  two  in  my  collection.  Photos  enclosed  of  each. 


The  first  is  an  1892,  and  has  "W.B.L."  in  the  left 
field,  and  Jan.  1,  1894"  in  the  right  obverse  field. 


The  second  has  "Mobile"  on  the  left,  "Mansfield" 
on  the  right,  and  "1-2-93"  on  the  bust. 

It's  also  on  an  1892  coin. 


The  third  photo  I'm  enclosing  is  of  a  full  Love  Token 
on  an  1893  Columbian.  It  has  "AW"  intertwined, 
with  "1895"  on  a  ribbon  through  the  center.  It's  on  an 
EF  coin.  This  is  the  only  Love  Token  commem  I 
have. 

Hope  these  help  in  your  research. 


Jove  Jerren 

Love  Token  Society  Newsletter 


Dr.  Robert  C.  Newhouse 
3200  Ella  Lane 
Manhattan,  KS  66502 


